
 

WORLD ORDER 
NON LEGAL RESPONSES 
. 

 

NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS (NGOS) 

NGOs are very powerful political lobby groups and/or providers of humanitarian aid, promoting 
their causes through international and government bodies and, increasingly, the media 

 
Examples: Amnesty International, The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, 
Oxfam International and Greenpeace 
 

MEDIA 

● Due to the increased interconnectivity of the world, media is able to instantly 
communicate and broadcast the impacts of world order issues 

○ The public can subsequently request or demand action from governments/IGOs to 
provide aid or uphold human rights 

● Alternatively, media may act to dramatize or exaggerate issues for their own gain as the 
public becomes desensitised (rel. CNN Effect) 

 
1) NGOs and Media (do these notes together even though the textbook has Australia's federal 
structure in between of the 2 
2) Do research on the 'CNN effect' and add a summary of it with the media notes and add some 
examples when the CNN effect has lead to response to W.O issues. 

- CNN Effect - phenomena in political science whereby CNN (and other news channel)’s 
use of shocking images of humanitarian crises around the world generates public outrage, 
which subsequently compels US policy makers to intervene in situations where there is 
no national interest. 

- The 24-hour news cycle has facilitated this phenomenon. 
- The first Gulf War, and the Battle of Mogadishu was viewed as being strongly influential 

and catalysing this notion, by bringing foreign issues to the forefront of American public 
consciousness. (1993) 

- It also forces politicians to have opinions on foreign situations without personal reflection 
due to the rapid and interconnected nature of media systems in perpetuating such 
shocking images that form the basis of the CNN Effect. 



- It can also have positive effects, especially with regards to Natural disasters, wherein 
public interest leads to increase charity spending. Examples include the Kashmir 
Earthquake (2005) and the Asian Tsunami (2004), the latter’s extensive coverage leading 
to donations amounting to $500 per person. 

3) Notes on Australia's Federal Structure 
- Constitution - Section 51 (xxix), the federal parliament has the power to make laws 

relating to ‘external affairs’ (matters of international concern). They can enter treaties and 
agreements. 

- The states and international law - federal government usually consults with state 
government, but is not obliged to do so. Conflicts can arise, e.g. Franklin River Dam. 
States can not enter into international agreements ino their own right but can enact 
legislation in harmony with international agreements. (e.g. Anti Discrimination Act 1977 
(NSW)). 

- Australia’s role in global affairs -  Australia used to be a part of the League of Nations, 
and also a part of the UN. 

 
Non-legal Responses: The Role of NGOs 

- NGOs have played an increasingly important part in world order since the end of World 
War II. NGOs helped to write the UN Charter and approximately 25000 NGOs today 
campaign globally on humanitarian ideals. 

- The independence of NGOs: a crucial part of NGOs is that it remains free from 
government and political influence. IT makes them non-aligned and can carry out their 
work without being politically biased and without being allied with any particular nation 
state or ideology. 

 
NGOs relevant to World Order 

- Red Cross - One of the first NGOs. it gives humanitarian aids to victims of war and 
natural disasters. Instrumental in establishing the Geneva Conventions, international 
humanitarian law and preparing the UN charter. Now known as a hybrid organisation. 

- International Crisis Group- founded by some retired international leaders in response 
to the failure of the international community to anticipate and respond effectively to the 
genocides that occurred in Somalia, Rwanda and Bosnia in the early 1990s. 

The Media 
- The media is a reference to the methods by which information is delivered to the public 

and is a very powerful chanel for communication which can be persuasive and influential. 
The media has played a significant role in drawing the world's attention to various 
disasters and political issues, and has the potential to influence political leaders through 
public opinion. 

 



The media can be used in 2 capacities: 
Informer: independent reporting on events and communication of press release. 
Investigator: exposing the truth, human rights abuses and pressuring governments. 

- The media can both help and hinder the development of world order. 
 
In a constructive sense: 

- The media raises the awareness of world order issues. It can also enable the widespread 
dissemination of information on human rights abuses globally and thus placing pressure 
on governments to uphold or negotiate world order agreements. 

 
In can also hinder world order by 

- Being seen as a threat to sovereignty and an invasion of State privacy 
- More powerful media outlets may have an undue influence on world opinion. E.g. US TV 

presents a very different view of the world. 
 
CNN Effect 

- Based on a theory that 24-hour news networks is a driving force in between humanitarian 
interventions during crises in countries. 

- This theory raises questions of the power of images and media to condition political 
responses. 

- Beginning with a series of events in the 1990s that elevated news media to becoming 
critical actors, with respect to humanitarian crisis and high-level foreign policy 
decision-making 

- Media coverage being capable of influencing tactical decisions such as the creation of 
safe areas between the Bosnian conflict 1992-1995. 

- The CNN effect can also be seen with the response in Libya, 2011. 
- Media coverage on atrocities in Syria led to Resolution 2401 by the UNSC for conflict to 

cease hostilities without delay for at least 30 consecutive days, ensuring a ‘durable 
humanitarian pause’ to enable weekly humanitarian aid deliveries and medical 
evacuations. 

 
Contribution to peacekeeping: contributed to 54 peacekeeping forces, two-thirds of these since 
1991. 

- Played a leading role in establishing order in East Timor when Indonesian=backed militia 
went on a rampage of killing on the East Timorese. 

 
Political negotiation, persuasion and use of force 
 



Political negotiation - diplomacy (use of ambassadors) and political negotiation (between nations 
governments) are the simplest and most frequently used means of working with other states and 
resolving disputes through mediation and conciliation. 
 
Persuasion - role of ‘soft power’ as a means of success in world politics. 

- Persuasion and negotiation were used to achieve 
- A landmark nuclear agreements with IRan in 2015. Use of force is last resort. 

Sometimes legal under international law. (such as self-defence, UN PEace 
enforcing and peacekeeping operations and UNSC authority) . Refer to UN 
Charter Article 2(4); Article 51 and Article 42 (self defence clause) (Note: UN 
Charter prohibits use of force, except in circumstances of self defence) refer to US 
invasion of Afghanistan 2001. 

Multilateral or collective military intervention has the backing of international law if it is a 
response to a situation of significant threat to peace refer to NATO’s use of multilateral force in 
Kosovo, 1999. (Refer to pg 81 booklet) 
 
Reasons for threat 

- The detonation of only a  few hundred destroy targeted cities and cause massive 
ecological damage to the parts of the world that were not targeted. 

- Terrorists continue to seek nuclear weapons. As some countries, gets nuclear weapons, 
the probability increases that those bombs can fall into the hands of a terror group. 

- Regional rivalries pose clear and present nuclear dangers to global security. These 
rivalries of countries raise the risk that a nuclear weapon might be used in a deliberate 
attack, and the consequences of a regional nuclear exchange would reverberate across the 
globe. 

 
Multilateral treaties: 

1. The Nuclear Non-proliferation treaty (1968): 
a. The objective is to prevent the spread of nuclear wapons and weapons technology 

and to further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament. Based on a bargain 
between the five states that had nuclear weapons at the time and all the other 
states of the world that did not have them. 

2. Treaty on the prohibition of nuclear weapons( 2017): 
a. Prohibits parties from developing, testing, producing, manufacturing, acquiring, 

possessing, or stockpiling nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. 
Signatories are barred from transferring or receiving nuclear weapons and other 
nuclear explosive devices, constrol over such weapons, or any assistance with 
activities prohibited under the Treaty. 

Contemporary Conflicts: Iran 



- Iran hid a uranium enrichment programme for 18 years, in breach of the NPT 
- Iran insisted on exercising its right to run a peaceful nuclear industry. But there was fear 

of what IRan might do with a nuclear weapon. 
- In response, resolution 1929 was passed by the UNSC which significantly weakened 

IRan’s economy. 
 
Resolution 1919: See page 113 of WO Booklet 
Resolution 2231: On July 20, 2015, the UNSC unanimously passed resolution 2231. 
Resolution 2231’s PRincipal PRovisions: This resolution endorsed the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCOA) reached between IRan and the P5+1 on July 14, 2015. 
 
The nuclear deal: The deal lays the groundwork for the UNSC to lift nuclear-related sanctions 
on IRan, when Tehran completes key steps under the deal that restrict its nuclear activities. The 
deal gave UN nuclear inspectors extensive but not automatic access to Iranian sites.  
The attempt to force Iran to halt uranium enrichment have crippled its economy, costing the 
country more than $160bn in oil revenue since 2012 alone. Iran stands to gain access to more 
than $11bn in assets frozen overseas, and will be able to resume selling oil on international 
markets. 

- This deal was a huge win for attempts to stop the proliferation of nuclear weapons.  
- Ths US unilateral withdrawal from the JCPOA on May 8 2018 significantly undermines 

what was achieved so far. Iran has announced that they are ready to reduce compliance 
with nuclear deal. 

 
Contemporary issue Two: North Korea 
 

North Korea Nuclear Threat - Significant events 

•1983 - North Korea joins the international Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, barring the country 
from producing nuclear weapons. 

•1993 - International Atomic Energy Agency accuses North Korea of violating the NPT. North 
Korea threatens to quit Treaty and test-fires a medium-range ballistic missile into the Sea of 
Japan. 

•2003 - North Korea withdraws from the NPT and declares it has nuclear weapons. 

•2005-06 - North Korea conducts its first nuclear weapons test at an underground facility. The 
UN imposes economic and commercial sanctions on North Korea. 



•2009 – North Korea conducts its second nuclear test and new sanctions are imposed. 

•2013 - UN approves fresh sanctions after North Korea stages its third nuclear test, said to be 
more powerful than the 2009 test. Sole ally China bans export to North Korea of items that could 
be used to make missiles or nuclear, chemical and biological weapons. 

•2015  - US imposes new sanctions on North Korea over weapons proliferation, targeting the 
army's Strategic Rocket Force, banks and shipping companies. 

•2016 - UNSC further tightens sanctions by aiming to cut one of North Korea's main exports, 
coal, by 60 per cent. 

•2017 - North Korea carried out its sixth nuclear test, this time detonating what it claimed was a 
hydrogen bomb. 

•2018 - A 2018 UN report claimed that Pyongyang has been assisting Syria in developing a 
nuclear weapons programme, and has provided Myanmar with ballistic missiles. 
 
 
UNSC resolutions - Don’t need to remember them all. It just helps you understand the timeline 
better,  

•Resolution 1718 (2006) - Unanimously adopted by Security Council under Chapter VII, Article 
41 of the UN Charter. Prohibits North Korea from conducting future nuclear tests or launching a 
ballistic missile & calls for the country to suspend its ballistic missile program and to completely 
abandon efforts to pursue a nuclear weapon. The resolution included a range of sanctions 
including limiting trade, an asset freeze and travel ban on persons involved in the country’s 
nuclear program.  

•Resolution 1874 (2009) - The resolution was passed in response to North Korea’s underground 
nuclear test on May 2009, which was in violation and disregard of the previous SC Resolution 
from 2006. The resolution expanded the arms embargo by banning all imports and exports of 
weapons, excluding small arms, and stipulated that a state must notify the Security Council 
before selling arms to North Korea. The SC again called upon North Korea to return to 
negotiating, especially through the Six Party talks with South Korea, China, Japan, Russia, and 
the US.  

•Resolution 2094 (second in 2013)- Unanimously adopted in response to North Korea’s third 
nuclear test in February. New financial sanctions targeted blocking the access of the Kim regime 
to bulk cash transfers, preventing illicit DPRK activities, and restricting ties to international 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/02/north-korea-arming-syria-myanmar-report-180203064444145.html


banking systems.  The resolution urged states to use guidance from the Financial Action Task 
Force to limit North Korea’s access to finances that could be used for proliferation purposes. 

•Resolution 2270 (2016) – Continued violations of all the previous resolutions by engaging in 
the 4th nuclear testing. Aims to cease further progress on its nuclear and missile programs by 
imposing new financial sanctions The resolution prohibits UN member states from hosting North 
Korean financial institutions that may be supporting proliferation activities in North Korea. It 
imposes new sanctions on shipping which aim to eliminate the possibility of trafficking 
prohibited goods into and out of North Korea. 

•Resolution 2321 (2016) -  Strengthened its sanctions regime condemning the 9 September 
nuclear test in the strongest terms including cargo expansion, strengthening maritime transport 
related provisions and  places an annual cap on the amount/value of coal exports by the DPRK. 

•5 more resolutions in 2017 due to hostility and actions taken by the North Korean 
president including: 

•Resolution 2397 - This was a resolution adopted unanimously, tightening sanctions on the 
DPRK. 

International Response 

Multilateral treaties 

- Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
- CTBT 
- ABMT 
- 2010 NPT REview 
- IAEA 

UNSC and Nuclear Weapons 

- It can be argued that the UNSC has not fulfilled its role in establishing ‘a system for the 
regulation of armaments’ in order to promote peace and security as set out in Article 26 
of the UN Charter. 

- Article 47 (1) also gives the UNSC disarmament powers. 
- Your arguments can be based around how successful the UNSC has been through 

sanctions and the P5 working together to achieve disarmament. 

Issue Two: Non-Legal Responses 

 



International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) 

- It began in Australia in 2006 and was launched internationally in Vienna in 2007. The 
ICAN is a coalition of non-governmental organisations in one hundred countries 
promoting adherence to and implementation o the UN nuclear weapon ban treaty. 

- The humanitarian impact movement: One hundred and sixty five countries signed the 
Vienna Pledge calling for an elimination of nuclear weapons. Mostly effective in creating 
awareness and attaining commitment from states. 

Issue 3: The Success of Global Cooperation in Achieving World ORder 

Success or failure? 

- Syria 
- Iran  
- South China Sea 
- Russia and Ukraine 

 

Issue 4: Rules REgarding the Conduct of Hostilities: International Humanitarian Law 

- International humanitarian law refers to the body of treaties and humanitarian principles 
that regulate the conduct of armed conflict and seek to limit its effects. 

- The rules of war are universal. The Geneva Conventions (which are the core elements of 
IHL) have been ratified by 196 countries. 

- There are consequences if the rules of war are broken. War crimes are documented and 
investigated by States and international courts. Individuals can be produced for war 
crimes 

 

Common Article 3 

Article 3 covered situations of non-international armed conflicts, establishing fundamental rules 
from which no derogation is permitted. It’s a mini Convention within the Conventions as it 
contains the essential rules in a condensed format. Required humane treatment for all persons in 
enemy hands 



- Covers situations of intrastate armed conflict. This includes civil wars, internal wars that 
spill over into other states, and internal conflicts in which other states or a multinational 
force intervenes. This provision is essential given the nature of armed conflict today. 

 

The Geneva Conventions 

- 1st Geneva Convention: Protects wounded and sick soldiers, as well as medical and 
religious personnel, on land during the war. 

- 2nd Geneva Convention: Protects wounded sick, and shipwrecked personnel at sea during 
war. It also protects medical staff and hospital ships. 

- 3rd Geneva Convention: Protects prisoners of war. A central principle is that prisoners of 
war shall be released and repatriated without delay after hostilities have ended. 

- 4th Geneva Convention: Protects civilians, including those in occupied territory. World 
War 2 brought the necessity of such a Convention into stark relief. 

- Additional Protocol 1 (1977): Further strengthens protection for civilians in international 
conflict and bans the use of child soldiers. 

- Additional PRotocol 2 (1977): further strengthens protection for civilians in intrastate 
conflict. 

- Additional Protocol 3 (2005) protects people working under any of the official symbols 
of the International Red Cross and Red crescent Movement.. 

Legal Responses: Courts 

- The establishment of the ICC has added tot he enforceability of international 
humanitarian standards against individuals and has helped create a deterrent and a means 
of redress. 

- Previously, the ICRC had to depend on states to prosecute offenders. Individuals can now 
be prosecuted at the ICC for war crimed under the Geneva Conventions. Assess 
effectiveness - nonsignatory states such as USA while operating Guantanamo Bay: lack 
of enforceability of GC breaches. 

Case study: Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay Geneva Conventions defied - pg 469. 

 

Non-legal responses 

ICRC: Educates the military of the world and the requirements of IHL. The ICRC has detailed 
guides involving wartime situations for victims. UN peacekeepers and humantarian workers. 



- ICRC is the only organisation that has the right to free movement across battle lines in 
times of war. 

- Activities that ICRC delegates and are engaged in include: Providing food, medicine, 
clothes and blankets to those in need facilitating the exchange of information betwen 
people on both sides of the conflict about prisonders of war and missing persons as well. 

 
 


