
Responses to World Order 
 

The role of the State and State Sovereignty 
 
State sovereignty gives nations the right to make laws within the territories they govern and also 
make treaties with other states. However, it can also be used to impede the influence and 
compliance to international law. The system of international law is based on treaties made 
between sovereign states and such, individual states can still retain significant legal power. States 
can decide to cooperate with the international community on matters in which they have some 
interest, and they can also reject international treaties that they believe conflict with their 
national interest. 
 
The principle of state sovereignty was enshrined in Article 2.7 of the UN charter. 

Article 2.7 of the United Nations Charter 

Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the UN to intervene in matters which are 

essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state or shall require the Members to submit such 

matters to settlement under the present Charter; but this principle shall not prejudice the application of 

enforcement measures under Chapter VII. 

 
The United Nations Security Council can use the powers given to it by Chapter VII to overrule 
state sovereignty without UN intervention. This allows the UNSC to intervene in a state with 
mass atrocities and human rights violations, under the conditions of there being a ‘threat to 
peace, ‘breach of the peace, or an ‘act of aggression’. If these conditions are met, the UNSC is 
allowed to take action to ‘restore international peace and security’.  This is known as 
humanitarian intervention. 
 

Humanitarian intervention - military intervention in a state in order to stop serious human 
suffering and/or human rights violations. 

 
There are, however, issues with UNSC - sanctioned intervention to prevent mass atrocity crimes. 
 
Garnering UNSC agreement is difficult, especially when one of the Permanent Five members’ 
interest is concerned. The P5 are often unwilling to intervene themselves, even though they are 
the only ones with military proficiency to deal with the issue. Additionally, gaining public 
support from a state to intervene in the matters of the states is tough to foster, since there is no 

 



attachment or nationalistic loyalty. There is a also a fear of failure from intervention e.g. US-led 
intervention in Somalia in 1993. 
State sovereignty is foundational, but its exercise can impede the resolution of world order 
issues. 
 
The most significant international documents since 1945 

- Charter of the United Nations (1945) 
- UN Convention on the PRevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (1948) 
- Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 
- Geneva Conventions (1949) 
- UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1951) and Protocol (1967) 
- Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (1968) 
- Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998) 

 
 

The United Nations 
 

The United Nations was founded in 1945 and is the world’s largest and most influential 
intergovernmental organisations, comprising of 203 members. 

The United Nations (UN) was established by the Charter of the United Nations in 1945. It was 
formed directly after the international breakdown of World War Two, and gas grown in 
significance since then. In 1945 there were 551 member nations of the United Nations, and this 
had grown to 185 member nations by 1995. The UN Charter was signed in San Francisco by 50 
nations. 
  
The UN was established to oversee world affairs. The chief goal of the United Nations is to 
maintain global peace and security. It is not a law-making body. 
  
The role of the UN has changed since its inception in 1945. In the past, it has not usually 
interfered in domestic matters or with a nation's sovereignty within national boundaries. 
However, the UN has begun to interfere with these matters if the issue involves general peace or 
human rights, particularly in the case of genocide. For example, in Rwanda in 1994, war broke 
out between the two major Rwandan ethnic groups, the Hutus and the Tutsis. In this war the 
Hutu-based government attempted the systematic genocide of the minority Tutsis, who in turn 
attempted to wipe out the Hutus. UN sent their Peacekeeping forces to negate the genocide 
occurring. It is not the role of these forces to take military action, but rather to attempt to control 
or minimise conflict. 
  

 



The six main organs of the United Nations are: 
1. The General Assembly (UNGA), which contains representation from all member 

nations. The General Assembly can: 
1. Pass resolutions 
2. Create organisations 
3. Discuss customary international law 

The General Assembly meets every year and can be called upon at any time. It works upon 
agreement and consensus between its members. 

1. The Security Council, which the executive, and most powerful, section of the UN. The 
Security Council has the final say over the security and peacekeeping activities of the 
General Assembly. 

The Security Council has the 'right to veto', that is, the right to stop or ignore General Assembly 
decisions. 
  
The Security Council has five permanent members: the United States of America, the United 
Kingdom, Russia, France, and China. It also consists of ten non-permanent members who sit on 
the council for two-year periods. Australia has been a member of the Security Council four times 
since 1945. 
  
The Security Council has ultimate control over the UN peacekeeping corps, its armed forces. The 
Council is the only body which can enable the UN to be sent into areas of conflict, as seen in the 
Rwandan example above. Because of this power, the Security Council is a very important and 
often criticised body. 
UNSC has the main responsibility/power for maintaining or restoring international peace and 
security 
Structure: 

- 15 members with 5 permanent which include USA, UK, France, China and Russia 
- 10 non-permanent members are elected by the General Assembly to 2 year terms 

 
For the Security Council to take action on a matter, there must be 9 votes in favour of it, 
including all 5 permanent members. If one of the five permanent members disagrees with a 
proposal, it can halt any action by exercising its power of veto. This is implied in Article 27, 
Chapter 5. 
 
Veto Powers: The capacity of any of the 5 permanent members to vote against a resolution by 
the council. The exercise of the veto power means that a resolution cannot be passed by the 
Security Council. This demonstrates the enormous power of the PERM 5 
The last phrase of article 2.7 allows the UNSC to use its Chapter VII powers to overrule a state’s 
sovereign right to deal with its own affairs without UN intervention 

 



However, there must be: 
● A ‘threat to peace’ 
● A ‘breach of the peace’ 
● Or an ‘act of aggression’ before the UNSC is allowed to take action to ‘restore 

international peace and security’, according to article 39 
● The difficulty is that the interpretation of these thresholds varies 

 
Chapter 7 of the UN Charter gives the UNSC action with respect to the peace, breaches of peace 
and acts of aggression. 

- Article 41: Non-force powers such as economic sanctions. 
- Article 42: Force powers demonstrations, blockades and land/air forces etc. 

 
 
 

1. The Secretariat- which is the administrative and coordinating organ of the United 
Nations.  The Secretariat is under the control of the UN-elected Secretary-General. 

2. The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), which is an example of an 
intergovernmental body. ECOSOC has 54 member nations who are elected for a 
three-year term. It examines international economic, social, health and educational issues 
and any other areas of concern to which it is directed by the General Assembly. 

3. The Trusteeship Council, which is an organ of the UN that works to help nations 
become independent and self-governing. In the past, this organ has been very important, 
and has achieved its aim of establishing independent nations. The nation of Palau was the 
council's final trustee; it achieved the status of a nation in 1994. 

4. The International Court of Justice, which is examined below. 
 

 



 
 
 
The UN has advocated for human rights, driven peacekeeping ights, upheld international law, 
and functioned as a court of world opinion. Considering that their resources are similar to that of 
the Tokyo Fire Department, their achievements are impressive. Their lack of funding and 
compliance stifles their ability to promote and maintain world order. 
 
There have been peacekeeping interventionist failures, such as Rwanda, Somalia, and Bosnia, 
but the drop in deaths from conflict and politically motivated mass murders can be partly 
attributed to the UN. 
 
Some problems with the UN include its inflexible structure, poor leadership, and the dominance 
of the Permanent Five in the Security Council. 
 
 
 
 

 



The UN Security Council 
 
The UNSC’s main responsibility is maintaining international peace and security. There are 15 
members - 5 permanent and 10 non-permanent members elected by the GA for 2-year terms. For 
the UNSC to take action on any matter, there must be nine votes in favour of it and all P5 
members have to agree. P5 members can halt any action since they have veto power - often to 
avoid hindering relationships, they abstain from voting rather than voting against a resolution.  
 
The veto power is controversia, enabling a P5 member to stop any substantive action and also 
being able to be used to block the appointment of someone to Secretary General, as well as 
changes to the UN Charter. 
 
The UNSC is able to mandate ceasefire ordinance, arrange for peacekeepers, and encourage 
peaceful settlements. By Chapter VII, they can enforce collective military action, arms 
embargoes, and economic sanctions. 
 
Sanctions measures are under Article 41, encompass a broad range of enforcement options that 
do not involve the use of armed force. The measures have ranged from comprehensive economic 
and trade sanctions to more targeted measures such as travel bans, and financial or commodity 
restrictions. The Security Council has applied sanctions to support peaceful transitions, deter 
non-constitutional changes, constrain terrorism, protect human rights, and promote 
non-proliferation. 
 
There have been calls to reform who the P5 are, with suggestions that India, Brazil, Germany, 
and Japan would be front-runners for permanent member status today. 
 
The non-permanent members of the UNSC are selected using a geographical rotating formula: 

- 3 African States 
- 2 Asian states 
- 1 Eastern European state 
- 2 Latin American States 
- 2 Western European states 

 
Peacekeeping means that force can only be used in self-defence and it must have consent of the 
State within which it is being used. A peacekeeping operation consists of military, police, and 
civilian personnel, who work to deliver security, political, and early peacebuilding support. 
There are currently 14 peacekeeping operations around the world. 
 

 



Peace-enforcement means that force can be used without the consent of the State against whom 
it is being used. 
 
The power was incorporated into Chapter 7 of the UN Charter, which provide for the creation of 
a permanent military staff committee consisting of the chiefs of staff of the five permanent 
members of the Security Council - all experienced military leaders. Their job was to coordinate a 
permanent UN armed force whose role was to respond to aggression and the illegal use of force. 
Security Council members were to have forces on standby to serve in the UN force. 
 
There are many different sources of international law. The main sources of international law are 

treaties; conventions and declarations' customary international law; legal decisions; and legal writings 

  

Treaties 

  
Treaties are the most commonly used source of international law. 
A Treaty is an international agreement, concluded between states in written form and governed 

by international law. 
● The Vienna Convention, on the Law of Treaties, 1969. 

There are two forms of treaties, bilateral and multilateral. 
A bilateral treaty is a formal agreement between two states. 

A multilateral treaty is a formal agreement between three or more states. 
  
The ANZUS Treaty, 1951, is an example of a multilateral treaty. The ANZUS Treaty concerns 
defence and security agreements between Australia, New Zealand, and the United States. 
  
Treaties are used to make specific laws and to control nations' conduct and cooperation. Treaties 
can also establish more universal international law and conduct, and are also used to establish 
international organisations. 
  

Conventions and Declarations 

  
Conventions and declarations are forms of treaties. 

A convention, or covenant, is a treaty which is agreed to and proclaimed by a large number of 
nations. 

  

 



Conventions usually regulate a particular aspect of international law. A declaration is similar to a 
convention, and is usually a resolution of the United Nations. The 1972 Declaration on the 
Human Environment, also called the Stockholm Declaration is an example of a declaration. 
  

Customary International Law 

  
Customary International Law is a law-making procedure based on the constant and uniform 
practice of states. It is the oldest form of international law, and like all customary law, it has 
evolved gradually over time. 
  

Customary International law consists of principles and procedures that have grown up through 
general usage to the point where they are accepted as being fair and right by the international 

community. 
  
Resolutions and declarations of the United Nations often become part of customary law. 
Examples of international customary law include the condemnation of human rights violations 
such as slavery and genocide. These two activities are outlawed in international law because of 
customary practice. These are both so important that they have become jus cogens 
  
Jus cogens - a Latin term meaning ‘compelling law’, also a called a ‘peremptory norm’: a norm 
of customary international law that is indisputably accepted by the international community and 
is therefore binding on everyone regardless of whether or not a particular leader or state accepts 

it. 
  

Legal Decisions 

  
Legal decisions of international organisations such as the United Nations and the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) are also a source of international law. Decisions by these bodies often 
become part of international customary law and jus cogens. Decisions of the ICJ contain both 
judgements and advisory opinions. The ICJ's decisions often become a source of law. 
  

Legal Writings 

  
Legal writings are usually well-respected writings of international lawyers, judges, or respected 
participants in world affairs, such as journalists and politicians. Legal writings can be used by 

 



judges of the ICJ to help make their decisions. Legal writings and decisions based on them can 
become part of international customary law or Act as the basis of treaties. For example, opinions 
and writings against violating human rights (such as genocide) have contributed to international 
law making. 
  

Hard and Soft Law 

  
Two concepts which are important to an understanding of international law are hard law and soft 
law. The sources of law outlined above can be either hard law or soft law. 
  

Hard law is law which is written down in treaties and is established by international custom. 
Once hard law has been established by the nations involved, its existence as law cannot be 

disputed. 
  
Soft law, also known as 'pre-law', stems from the difficult nature of deciding international law. 
Soft law can be seen to be a norm of international behaviour which is not yet hard law. It is not 
yet fully established as being part of international legal principles. Soft law is a process of 
international law. It can be found in all sources of international law, and often adds to its 
development. 
  
  
The chief organisation which governs international law is the United Nations (UN). The United 
Nations has six main organs, including the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 
  
  
  

International Court of Justice 
  

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the judicial organ of the United Nations and is an 
international judicial body.  

 
The ICJ has fifteen justices who each serve a nine-year term and who are elected by the General 
Assembly and the Security Council. 
  

 



The ICJ can only hear cases between nations. It does not hear cases between individuals. Thus it 
is only concerned with public, not private, international law. 
  
The effectiveness of the ICJ depends on the co-operation which it receives, and this is restricted 
by the consensual nature of international law. 
  
The ICJ can only hear disputes if the nations involved accept the jurisdiction of the court. 
Nations who accept the ICJ's jurisdiction are usually parties to the statute of the ICJ. These 
nations agree to obey the decisions of the court. If nations are a party o the statute, the Security 
Council has the power to enforce the Court's decision. Australia is a party to the statute, while 
the United States is not. Thus, it hears two types of cases: 

- Disputes between states - the court gives rulings between states that have agreed to be 
bound by them 

- Advisory opinions - the court provides reasoned, but non-binding, rulings on questions of 
international law submitted by the General Assembly of the UN.  

  
Despite the provision of its statute, the ICJ cannot enforce its decision in the same way as 
domestic courts. For example, in the ICJ case of The Islamic Republic of Iran v the United States 
of America (1993), which was about oil platforms, the United States objected to the court's 
jurisdiction and therefore the court's actions were ineffective. 
  
The ICJ can also give advice to the other organs of the United Nations. The ICJ was established 
to be a mediator in disputes between nations and to decide matters on a legal and peaceful basis. 
 
The ICJ may refer to academic writings and previous decisions to interpret the law, although it is 
not bound by previous decisions.  
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina v Serbia Montenegro (2007) ICJ 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (P) brought suit against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and 

Montenegro) (D) in the International Court of Justice in 1993, on the grounds of violations of the 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. A massacre was perpetrated by 

Serbian forces on 8000 Bosnia Muslim men of fighting age in a small village called Srebrenica in July 

1995 during armed conflicts that arose in 1992-1995 within Bosnia and Herzegovina (P). A suit was filed 

against the FRY (Serbia and Montenegro) (D) by Bosnia and Herzegovina (P) in 1993 in the International 

Court of Justice, claiming violations of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide, on the theory that the FRY (D) was responsible for the actions of Serbian forces. The judge 

 



ruled in favour of Serbia and Montenegro - while the conduct of any state organ is to be considered an act 

of the state, but the judge ruled that there was no evidence to prove that the Serbs were under the effective 

control of the government when carrying out the genocide, and thus the FRY could not take responsibility 

under international law. 

 
 

Republic of Guinea v Democratic Republic of Congo (2010) ICJ 

On 19 June 2012, the International Court of Justice delivered its judgment on compensation in the Case 

Concerning Ahmadou Sadio Diallo (Republic of Guinea v. Democratic Republic of Congo) (the “Diallo 

case“). In its prior judgment of 30 November 2010, the Court held that the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (“DRC“), through its arrest, detention and expulsion of Mr. Diallo, had breached his human rights 

and was under an obligation to make reparation, in the form of compensation, to the Republic of Guinea. 

Guinea requested, and the Court agreed, that the Parties should attempt to reach an agreed settlement on 

this matter. However, despite being granted a period of six months in which to reach agreement, the 

Parties failed to do so. The Court was therefore called upon to settle the level of compensation due to 

Guinea. 

This effectively shows that the ICJ’s role in resolving disputes between states, especially states cannot do 

so themselves, a third part with procedural fairness. The ICJ ended up ordering monetary compensation 

of USD 95 000. 

 
 

Lockerbie Case (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya v UK and US (1992) ICJ 

Libya applied to the Court for the indication of interim measures of protection (similar to temporary 

injunctions) because of alleged threats made by the UK and USA as a response to allegations that Libyan 

nationals were responsible for the destruction of the aircraft over Lockerbie in 1988. During the hearing 

of Libya’s application, the Security Council adopted enforcement measures and the Court took the view 

that it was bound to dismiss Libya’s claim because of the mandatory Council resolution which decisively 

characterised Libya’s conduct as a threat to international peace.  

This case illustrates very powerfully that matters of legal obligation can become entwined with political 

necessity in the system of international law. 

 

 



 

International Criminal Court 
 
The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998) has 121 signatories, and establishes 
a permanent court in which individuals can be tried for mass atrocity crimes such as war crimes 
and genocide.  
 
The ICC was given jurisdiction only over acts of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against 
humanity committed since 2002 - the three most serious types of international crime. The ICC is 
a legal entity created independently by a separate treaty between states. Despite this autonomy, 
the ICC works closely with the UN. Cases can be referred to the ICC by a party to the statute, the 
UNSC, or the ICC Prosecutor. It can be argued that this reduces the mandate and reach of the 
court and renders it perhaps not as beneficial to the countries who need it the most, as they may 
not be parties to the Rome Statute, but on the other hand, it increases the probability that only the 
most serious and most likely to be heard cases are referred, thus maximising resource and time 
efficiency. 
 

The Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo (2012) ICC 

The armed conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo opposed numerous tribes of different 

ethnicities in their struggle to gain power and territory, particularly over the Ituri province in the 

north-eastern part of the DRC, an area rich in natural resources such as gold and diamonds. One such 

group, the Union Patriotique des Congolais, was established in 2000 and appointed as its chairman, the 

Accused, Thomas Lubanga Dyilo. He was also the commander in chief of the armed wing of the UPC, 

the Front Patriotique pour la Libération du Congo. This armed group was well-known for its use of young 

children to participate in the hostilities, from fighting, to cooking, cleaning, spying, and being used as 

sexual slaves.Trial Chamber I, in the International Criminal Court’s first verdict, convicted Thomas 

Lubanga of the offense of conscripting, enlisting or using children to actively participate in hostilities. In 

defining active participation, the Chamber adopted a broad definition so as to include children involved 

even indirectly, so long as their contribution placed them in real danger as a potential target. 

Unfortunately, the Chamber did not discuss whether sexual violence against these children also fell 

within the scope of the offense. 

 
 
 

 



International tribunals Courts 
 
The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) was established by a 
UNSC resolution in 1992. It has jurisdiction over breaches of the Geneva Conventions and 
international customary law committed in the territory of the former Yugoslavia since 1991.  
 
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) was established in 1994 and is based on 
the ICTY model. It has jurisdiction over acts of genocide committed by the Rwandan 
Government and armed forces in 1994. 
 
The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) was first set up by the Council of Europe in 
1959, reforming and establishing itself as a permanent court in 1998. It is directly accessible by 
individuals, with jurisdiction over issues of human rights under the European Convention on 
Human Rights. The court has been highly influential in reforming the laws of member states, and 
promoting human rights development regionally and globally. However, it oftentimes lacks 
funding, resources, and manpower to cope with its high demands, e.g. January 2011, 140 000 
applications pending. 
 

 

Intergovernmental Organisations (IGOs) 
Intergovernmental organisations - an organised group of two or more states, set up to pursue 

mutual interests in one or more areas.  
 
European Union (EU) 
 
The European Union is a supranational organisation, comprising of 28 members. 
 

Supranational organisation - an organisation in which decisions are made by the appointed or 
elected representatives of the member states’ because decisions are made by majority vote, it is 

possible for a member state to be forced to do something it does not itself agree with. 

It has been very successful and influential in creating unprecedented wealth and security for irs 
members and revitalised European influence in the world. The EU is also a role model, 
exercising persuasive power through promise of membership, development assistance (providing 
50% of the world’s aid), and developing strategies for conflict management. 

 



 
It originated in 1950 as the European Coal and Steel Community, intent on managing the named 
industries to prevent weapons development and war. In 1957, the Treaty of Rome was signed, 
forming the European Economic Community (EEC), which had the aim of allowing free trade 
across borders. The 1992 Treaty on European Union, signed at Maastricht, The Netherlands, set 
rules for the future common currency (the euro) as well as for common foreign and security 
policy and closer cooperation in justice and legal procedures. 
 
The EU adheres to the UN Charter with regards to using force, and requires members to be 
democracies that uphold the rule of law and respect human rights. Member states collaborate in 
resolving issues such as immigration and asylum, as well as manage applications for refugees. 
They also coordinate in fighting organised crime, drug/people trafficking, money laundering, etc 
(e.g. Europol for regional police efforts). 
 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
 
NATO was established in 1949 to counter the threat from the USSR-led communist bloc of 
Eastern Europe, with it containing 28 members in alliance from North America and Europe. Its 
mission is to safeguard members through political and military means, providing a forum for 
these states to discuss and address security issues of common concern. 
 
NATO military forces have helped end conflicts in Kosovo and Bosnia, as well as providing 
transport training in several peacekeeping missions by the African Union. It also adheres to the 
UN Charter with regards to using force, and requires that is members are democracies that 
uphold the rule of law and respect human rights. It is the most successful military alliance in 
history. 
  

Non-government organisations (NGOs) 

 Independent, non-profit groups that often play important roles in advocating, analysing, and 
reporting on human rights worldwide. 

 
These organisations are separate from governments and the UN, but have their support. They 
also work on the basis of cooperation and consensus and unofficially contribute to world peace, 
human rights and other issues. An example is Greenpeace. 
  
The Red Cross used to be an NGO but due to its involvement in drafting Geneva Conventions, it 
can also be an IGO. it gives humanitarian aid to victims of war and natural disasters. 
 

 



NGOs helped to write the UN Charter and are an integral part of the UN, and many of them 
collaborate with various specialised agencies in their humanitarian work. They also research and 
investigate for policy makers, lobbying leaders to take action. 
 
 

International Crisis Group 

NGO found in 1885 by retired international leaders to anticipate and respond effectively to the genocides 

that occurred in Somalia, Rwanda, and Bosnia in the early 1990s. Their aim is to provide accurate 

information governments, IGOs and NGOs to monitor and respond to conflict. The provide highly 

detailed analyses and offer strategic thinking on intractable conflicts, as well as giving early warnings 

and alerts in conflict-prone regions. 

 
 
Australia and World Order 
 
The Federal Parliament has powers under s51 (xxix) of the Australian Constitution to make laws 
relating to ‘external affairs’ - that is, matters relating to international concern (eg. entering 
treaties and agreements). State governments cannot enter into international agreements in their 
own right, but can enact legislation in harmony with agreements (e.g. Anti-Discrimination Act 
1977 (NSW) and Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth) to comply with UN human rights 
treaties).  
 
Australia is a signatory to the Geneva Conventions, the Rome Statute, and parties to the UN 
Convention on the Rights of Child, the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women, and the UN Refugee Convention. 
 
The media 
 
The media has enormous influence - both positive and negative. The media can be used to 
influence public opinion (e.g. CNN Effect of showing horrifying images to influence 
policy-making and possibly foreign intervention). The nature of the 24/7 news cycle and instant 
gratification and information access provided through the internet and social media mean that 
important news stories and crises can go ignored, or only spark interest for a small time. 
However, it serves as an avenue for common public interests to be promulgated (e.g. Arab 
Spring 2010/11). 
 
Non-legal mechanisms for international dispute resolution 

 



 
Political negotiation - it involves communication between states for resolving disputes. 
 
Diplomatic pressure - involves persuasion. This can be done by being encouraged to improve 
their behaviour by the prospect of membership of world organisations (China raising trade 
standards to comply with WTO, or Turkey improving human rights compliance to become EU 
member). This type of persuasive power is described as ‘soft power’, and does not coerce states. 
The implementation of sanctions also serve as diplomatic pressure. 
 
When political negotiations do not work, there may be a resort to force. Article 2 (4) states that 
the idea or threat of force should not be the norm and must be refrained from. However, the 
architects of the UN Charter recognised that force might be used and set out Article 51, outlining 
that force can be used in self-defence or UNSC-approved circumstances. 
 
 

Example: Multilateral Action in the Serbian Genocide 

The threat of the use of the veto by 2 P5 members stopped the UNSC from intervening in the genocide 

happening in Kosovo, a Serbian province where the Serbian government were engaging in ‘ethnic 

cleansing’ of the Muslim population. The UNSC basically did nothing because they’re clearly ‘stable 

geniuses’ and in March 1999, NATO successfully intervened. This NATO intervention was 

retrospectively ratified by China, which lended it greater legitimacy. It raised questions whether NATO 

intervention was legal, and some legal scholars agreed since it was a multilateral effort. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


