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Who am I? - Mikaela Jackson
•

Graduated in 2017 with a 99.80 ATAR

•

Subjects: English Advanced, Chemistry,
Music 1, Math Extension 1, Math Extension
2, SOR2

•
•

HSC SOR2 mark: 98
State Ranking in SOR2: ~ 6th in NSW

•

Currently studying a Bachelor of Science
(Mathematics and Immunology) /Doctor of
Dental Medicine at USYD

Maximise the most of today:
Please ASK Questions anytime throughout the lecture. We will
also have a Q/A session at the end

Come talk to me - see me in breaks or after the lecture

Why SOR?
• Many students consider SOR a ‘bludge’ subject
• There is a misconception that SOR ‘scales badly’

Truth:
• To do well in SOR you need to prepare well
• It was my highest scaling subject and same with many
others in my year 12 class

Lecture Schedule:
1. Syllabus
2. Exam structure
3. Head start on Aboriginal spirituality
4. Census data

• My personal study tips
• Most challenging
aspect about SOR
• Acing the HSC

Structure of the SOR Exam:
• Studies of Religion 1
• 90 min HSC exam

Structure of the SOR Exam:
•

Studies of Religion II
• 3 hours

Multiple Choice:

Examples of short answers:

Examples of Short Answers

Examples of depth studies (Short Answers )

Examples of depth studies (Extended Response)

For one unit students: If you choose ONE religion (e.g. Islam) in the exam for
your short answer, you must choose your OTHER depth study (e.g.
Christianity) for the essay.
For two unit students: You are required to do TWO different religions for short
answers (e.g. Islam and Judaism) and the OTHER depth study (e.g.
Christianity) for the essay.

Biggest tip for HSC SOR:

• USE PRELIM KNOWLEDGE
The PRINCIPAL BELIEFS, in particular form a MASSIVE part of the HSC
course. You should be continually revising your yr11 notes and incorporating
them into your responses

Principal beliefs recap:
Buddhism:

Christianity:

Hinduism:

Islam:

Judaism:

1. The Three Jewels:
(Buddha, Dharma,
Sangha)
2. The Four Noble
Truths
3. The marks of
existence –
Anicca – Duhkka
– Anatta
4. Karma, Samsara,
Nirvana

1. The divinity and
humanity of Jesus
Christ
2. The death and
resurrection of Jesus
Christ
3. The nature of God and
the Trinity
4. Revelation
5. Salvation

1. Atman and
Brahman
2. Gods and
Goddesses
3. Dharma, Karma
and Moksha
4. Union with God
through: Karma
Yoga, Bhakti Yoga,
Raja Yoga, Jñana
Yoga

1. The articles of
faith explained in
the Aqida as:
Tawhid, Angels,
Books of Allah,
Rusul, Akhira,
Fate/predestinati
on

1. Belief in a single
God who is the
creator and ruler
of the universe
2. The concept of a
moral law
prescribed by
God
3. The idea of the
Covenant

Principal beliefs found in Sacred Texts and writings:
Buddhism: Tripitaka, Lotus of the Good Law, Tibetan Book of the Dead
Christianity: Bible (Old and New Testament)
Hinduism: the Vedas (including the Upanishads), the Epics (Ramayana and Mahabharata, including
the Bhagavad Gita)
Islam: the Qur’an and Hadith
Judaism: the Hebrew Scriptures (the Hebrew Bible, the Talmud)

2nd Biggest Tip for HSC SOR:

Use the syllabus!
•

By the end of year 12, you should know the SOR syllabus INISDE OUT. The
possible questions the examiners ask are ALL contained in the syllabus! ~
use this to your advantage

•

Don’t neglect any dot-points. The examiners know which dot-points of the
syllabus students normally find difficult or tend to skim over and they WILL
ensure that it’s on the exam. Make sure you are equally confident in EVERY
SIGNLE part of the syllabus

Depth Studies: Overview
• Significant Person/School (Choose one from the list on the
syllabus)
• Ethics (Choose either bioethics, sexual ethics,
environmental ethics)
• Significant Practice (Choose one from the list provided)

Depth Studies:
q Christianity
q Judaism
q Islam
q Hinduism
q Buddhism
SOR 1: TWO religions (1 = short answer, 1 = extended response)
SOR2: THREE religions (2 = short answers, 1 = extended response)

Syllabus:

Significant Person/School:
5 fact Summary:
q WHO are they?
q WHEN were they around?
q WHERE did they go?
q WHAT did they do, WHAT did they achieve?
q HOW did they do it?
TIP:
You should definitely know the biographical details of your school/person

However…..
You should NOT focus your notes on these biographical details however you
should be using them throughout your essay to ‘spice’ up your essay and
show the examiner that you understand the person’s CONTEXT

Key terms of the syllabus:

CONTRIB
UTION

vs IMPAC
T

Key terms – structuring notes:
DEVELOPMENT of the religion:
• Did they establish churches? Ideas, philosophies?

• How did they expand the religion? Did they challenge or
create changes? Did they crate new variants?
EXPRESSION:

• Did they practice/teach/expand principal beliefs?
• Did they change the way the religion was practiced? Perhaps
introduced new customs.

Key terms – structuring notes
CONTRIBUTION:
• What happened during the lifetime of your person/development
of school
• Did they establish churches, schools, did they go on pilgrimages,
what did they teach? Etc…
IMPACT:
• What happened after this person’s death (i.e. their legacy)
• How are they remembered, what did they leave behind?

Other things to include in your notes:
• A brief description of the personality/thought – about 5
sentences.
• Quotes about the person from an authority, perhaps two.
• A list of the contributions to development and expression of
the faith.
• An amplification of these contributions.
• References from Sacred Texts and Writings that support
this.

Depth Study syllabus ETHICS…

Tips as you approach ethics:
Differ
ence
betwe
en eth
i

cal te
a

ching
s

and e
thical
i

ssue?

Ethical Issue;
Bioethics:
• Abortion
• Euthanasia
• IVF
Sexual Ethics:
• Contraception
• Homosexuality
• Premarital/extramarital sex
Environmental Ethics:
• Deforestation
• Climate change
• Global warming

Ethical Teachings:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The key ethical teaching in Christianity is the sanctity of human life, ‘So
God created man in his own image’ (Genesis 1:27)
Some Christian ethical teachings:
God as the creator of humanity
Dignity of the human life à ̀every human must be treated with respect
and life aà once created, one must be nurtured until it’s natural end
Death is a natural process
The right to life à everyone has a right to life and this should not be
arbitrarily dismissed
Life is sacred à ̀from contraception to death “Whatever you do for the
least of my people, you do for me” (Matthew 25)
The value of suffering
Love for God, one’s neighbour and one’s self. (Agape love)

EXAMPLE: Sources of Christian Teachings:

Sample Notes Structure:

Centre of Christian Ethics

Tips For Ethics:
• Sources of Ethical teachings:
Sacred Texts and writings, religious authorities, etc.
• Ethical teachings:
Teachings/guidelines that come from the Sacred Texts or religious authorities that
teach about ethics in general (no definitive list!).
E.g. In Christianity: All beings are made in the image of God.
• Ethical Issues:
These are specific issues that an adherent may face and need to make a decision
about: abortion, IVF, deforestation, etc.
• Principal beliefs:
These come from the preliminary course.

Structuring Notes
What should you have in your notes?
• The sources of ethics.
• The overarching ethical teachings and where they are found (the
sources)
• Identification of ethical issues related to your aspect of ethics (bio,
sexual or environmental).
• Sacred texts and writings that support these particular issues.

Euthanasia:

Euthanasia

Check list for ethics:
Do I know:
• Ethical teachings
• Sources of ethical teachings
• Quotes (from a WIDE range of sources)
• 2-3 ethical issues relating to a contemporary, modern
society
• Compare/contrast different denominational views

Significant Practice

Depth Study: Practice
What you need to be able to do:
• Define the practice – just one sentence of who, what,
where, when.
• Describe the practice (if you can’t write 5 sentences about
it off the top of your head – work on it)
• Demonstrate how the chosen practice expresses the beliefs
of the religion (THINK BACK TO PRINCIPAL BELIEFS!)
• Analyse the significance of this practice for both the
individual and the faith community

Using stimuli:
• First sentence = Answer the question and use the stimulus!
• Cut your quote into smaller pieces (i.e. use 1-2 words, not
the entire sentence)
• Top and tail your paragraphs and then colour them in!
• Don’t overthink your stimulus – keep it simple!
• As a general rule, I would suggest referring to your stimulus
3-4 times in a short answer.

Structuring Short Answers:
• Answer the question in the first sentence à use the key
terms of the question and make direct link to stimuli
• 1-2 quote/sacred text reference (only if supports your
argument) -> remember quotes should EXTEND your
response
• Structure your response like a TRIANGLE
– Start Broad
– Go more specific

• Use lines provided

Structuring Responses in SOR:
Introduction to essay:
• Intro should be MINIMUM 3 sentences
• Most SOR essay questions have a focus on Living Religious Traditions. Be sure to define
what this means, and define what you believe constitutes an “impact” on the adherent
• Make sure you make it clear which areas you will be discussing, and give a brief
introduction to them (EG – “Adherents connect to their beliefs through the teachings of
significant persons, such as Paul of Tarsus, one of the most pivotal early Christian
figures.”)
• If the question requires you to judge how effectively a religious tradition is active in the
lives of its adherents (or some other judgement), make sure you do this at the end of your
introduction.
• – i.e. To what extent
• Make a direct link to the question and stimulus if there is one
• If evaluating, make your stance clear - place a judgement of the role played or significance
• Outline briefly your arguments
• Reiterate your stance on the question and the position you will be taking

Body Paragraphs:
•

Body paragraphs:
– Consider a “thesis statement” except not conceptual, and really, quite
exact.
– Give direction to your paragraph – don’t flip between ideas.
– Nail home one idea by supporting it with principal beliefs, the stimulus, or
authoritative sources.
– Use the stimulus to not only top and tail the paragraph, but also fill it in
throughout. Use little snippets as you need.
– Make sure there’s at least one sacred text and writing reference in each
paragraph!

Summary of sophisticated SOR writing:
•
•
•
•
•

Plan your paragraphs quickly so that you can pick or choose which
order to go in as you go.
Always reference the source of the stimulus (it makes it seem like
you’re using more quotes than what you’ve prepared for!)
Each paragraph needs a really clear direction.
The stimulus needs to be filtered throughout.
Give good thought to grammar (capitalising proper nouns, using
quotation marks, etc)

Common mistakes in SOR Responses
Not referencing sacred texts and writings.
• Aim to do this in every response, even short answer if it
applies (it may not, but if it does…)
• In an extended response, ~1-2 per paragraph on top of the
stimulus.
• It’s better to use a slightly incorrect reference than not one
at all – if you forget the numerical details on the spot!
• Alternatively, you’re setting yourself up for limiting potential
if you don’t commit anything to memory at all.

Common mistakes in SOR responses
Not bringing it back to the principal beliefs!
• The principal beliefs are in some ways, the backbone of the
faith.
• Ethics = consistent with the principal beliefs.
• Person/school of thought = exemplifies principal beliefs.
• Practice = supports and expresses principal beliefs.
Inadequately addressing stimulus!

Religion and belief systems in Australia
post-1945
Common to both SOR1 and SOR2 students

Overview:
• Contemporary Aboriginal Spiritualities
• Religious expression in Australia – 1945 to present

Exam:
• 10 multiple choice
• 1x 5 mark short answer

Common mistakes with multiple choice
• Make sure you read every multiple choice question carefully
• It’s so easy to skim through the questions without really
reading the options carefully
– That’s why I don’t read the multiple choice during reading time!

• Go through the process of elimination if you are stuck or
indecisive
• ALWAYS do multiple choice FIRST before the corresponding
five mark short answer
– This is because the MC is designed to stimulate your memory and
may actually help you with the short answer

Double check multiple choice!
• I strongly advise to double check multiple choice
• Even if you are running out of time, try to double check your
FIRST MULTIPLE CHOICE ANSWER
– Note: this applies to all your subjects, not just SOR

• The first multiple choice is often relatively easy, but many
people simply misread the question, due to nerves, stress,
excitement etc.

Syllabus check in: Aboriginal Spirituality

Aboriginal Spirituality:

• It incorporates past, present and future in a complete and present reality
• Aboriginal spirituality is not just a set of beliefs, but a lifestyle that integrates who
people are and what they do, their past, present and future.

Overview:
• Kinship
• Ceremonial life
• Obligations to land & people

Kinship

**Terminology is important**

Notes from the marking centre 2015 short answer:
Candidates need to improve on: making specific reference to aspects of Aboriginal
spiritualities rather than generalisations about land and Dreaming

Why do I need to know this?
• Gives you a more wholesome understanding of the system
• Improves your terminology
• Increases your specific analysis if you are asked about
social organisation in the short answer question.
• Notes from the marking centre 2015 short answer:
Candidates need to improve on: making specific reference
to aspects of Aboriginal spiritualities rather than
generalisations about land and Dreaming

Kinship:
•
•
•

Highly sophisticated network of relationships
Governs interactions and responsibilities
Examples:
– Who you can approach and marry is governed by kinship.
– Often, a man or a woman cannot speak directly to their mother in law.

•
•
•

Determines roles in religious ceremonies and at home.
Who takes care of the sick/old?
Expressed through skin names, which are critical for identity.

Kinship:
• Language in Kinship groups:
– There is not one simple genealogical connection to a father –
someone can have several fathers.
– In Australian English, you’re likely to call both your mum’s dad, and
your dad’s dad, grandfather/poppy/pa, etc.
– In most kinship groups, there is a different name for each of those
figures.
Why care about kinship:
In the HSC, kinship groups are what you’ll most likely discuss if asked about
social organisation in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders.
You may use “kinship” as the overarching term, but being more specific may help
in a question that specifically asks about social organisation.

Moiety:
• Latin word meaning: half
• Each language and nation has their own term for this!
• A person's Moiety can be determined by their mother's side
or their father's side.
• Moieties can also alternate between each generation. •
People who share the same Moiety are considered siblings.
• This means – you can’t marry in your Moiety – because you
are siblings.
• The two different moieties in a kinship group also have a
reciprocal responsibility to support each other.

Totems:
• Usually, each person has at least four Totems which
represent their nation, clan and family group, as well as a
personal Totem.
• Nation, clan and family Totems are preordained.
• Personal Totems recognise an individual’s strengths and
weaknesses.
• Totems link a person to the world around them.
• You are accountable to a totem, but you don’t own it.
• Each person has a responsibility to ensure that their Totems
are protected and passed on to the next generation.
• Totems are split between Moieties to create a balance of
use and protection.

Example:
• For example:
– I’m in Moiety A.
– Sam is in Moiety B.
– My totem is a kangaroo, and a few other members of my moiety
share this totem.
– I cannot eat a kangaroo, and the other members of my moiety
won’t either.
– Sam and the people in her Moiety, can eat kangaroo.

This ensures that there is a balance in resources, and that nothing is exploited.

Why is balancing resources so important?
• Indigenous Spirituality is animistic, meaning that the
people, land and animals are all connected.
• The land and it’s resources often feature in the Dreaming
• Responsibilities to a totem provide purpose for one’s
identity within kinship.
• The actual sustainable life of the people – they need to live
off the land, so it doesn’t make sense that they exploit it.
• In a more scientific sense, the exploitation of one
animal/resource will have a chain effect and damage other
resources.
• It is a responsibility to protect the land and its resources, as
it is important for the Dreaming and ceremonies.

Ceremonial life:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Ceremonial life is conducted in song, dance, art and costumes.
Ceremonies are an acting out of the dreaming stories
Ceremonies include rites of passages, ceremonies and rituals which
show great respect for the ancestral beings.
Social information is passed from the older generation to the younger
It allows the link between the real world and the spiritual world
Ceremonies ensure that the laws that govern the land and it’s created
continue to be followed and that the systems set in place by the spirits
remain intact.
The dreaming is maintained as a present reality through ceremony.

Obligations to land and people:
•

Aboriginals have a twofold relationship with the land:
1.
2.

•
•
•

•
•

Land occupying and land using relationship
Particular area may be referred to as a person's country. Therefore, the individual or
clan has a responsibility to maintain the rituals of the sacred sites.

Indigenous Australians have an inseparable link to their land
Aboriginal people believe that they are related to the natural world and this
relationship provides the advantages of survival and life
Dreaming links a person to the land and tells people what rights and
responsibilities that they have. Ancestral spirits provide a living relationship with
particular features of the countryside
The land is the evidence of the Dreaming Creation Process
The Dreaming provides a law to be obeyed which protects humanity and the land.

Dispossession:
•

The history of Indigenous people can be told as a series of examples of dispossession,
warfare and conflict. In some parts, massacres and large-scale poisoning of Aboriginals
occurred. This genocidal activity caused the destruction of whole tribes.

•

The effect of Dispossession on Aboriginal communities has been enormous and longlasting.

Dispossession refers to:
Removal from family = loss of self-identity + loss of spirit in life
Removal from the land = loss of spiritual identity + loss of purpose in life
Removal from kinship = loss of human identity + loss of a reaction in life

Separation from Land;
•
•

•
•

Separated Aboriginal people from their culture and religion
It was hoped that by separating Aboriginals from their land, the culture, language,
law and identity of the Aboriginal people would be destroyed as people were
moved to reserves and government and church missions
The separation from the land has destroyed traditional structures of ownership,
management and inheritance.
Separation from and therefore destroys traditional spirituality. Many of the ritual
and ceremonies is inseparably linked to the land of a particular language group,
and to sacred sites

Separation from Kinship groups;
• This denies Aboriginals the opportunity to express their
religion in traditional songs and dances
Made it impossible for Aboriginal people to preserve their
own language and many lost the opportunity to participate
in rituals
• Sense of 'not belonging' has been a major consequence.
Many found it difficult to connect with their kinship heritage
and participate in Native Title claims
• The responsibility for raising children was shared within the
kinship group. When the children were separated , not only
the parents but also the wider community lost connection
with the children

Stolen generations:
The name given to the (at least) 100,000 Aboriginal children forcibly removed
from their families between 1910 and 1970 by police of welfare officers.

Effects:
•
•
•
•

Found that their Aboriginality and their culture were despised or even denied.
Contact was rarely allowed.
Many of the children also lost contact with other Indigenous Australian, their
land and their culture.
They lost the ability to speak their own language and their lack of knowledge of
their heritage made it difficult to participate in community life.
The psychological, emotional and health problems that these children faced
made it difficult to advance within society. Some results were learning
difficulties, depression, unemployment, economic disadvantage and difficulty in
relating to others.

Stolen Generation – effects:

How does the Stolen Generation affect
Aboriginal Spirituality
• Stolen Generations > Mental health issues > detachment
from reality and spirituality.
• Mental health issues > crime > prison > removed from the
land > freedom to access the land restricted > sacred sites
unreachable.
• Removed from families > removed from kinship groups >
removed from responsibility, identity, and spirituality.

Land Rights:
Land Rights movement: A religio-political movement that seeks to secure the rights of
Indigenous Australians to the land and to ensure the preservation of Aboriginal spirituality.
From the beginning of European invasion
Native Title is the ownership of land by Indigenous Australians. It is the exclusive title, rights
and interests that Aboriginal people have in regard to their land. Returning to the land is the
first step to returning a sense of direction, purpose and spirit in the lives of Aboriginals.
From the arrival of Captain Cook, it was generally considered that Australia was terra nullius.
The Whitlam Government passed the first land rights legislation in 1975. But this only
benefitted a very small amount of Indigenous Australians. After many years of protest and
legal application, in 1992, the High Court finally recognised that that the earlier rights of
Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders were the same as those of Indigenous people from
around the world.

Native Title Act:
• The Native Title act was introduced in 1993 by the Keating
Government to reduce the Aborigines by validating land
titles made since 1788 and even illegal titles made after
the racial discrimination act of 1975. However, it did give
Aboriginals the ability to create a legal mechanism whereby
claims of Native title could be made through the courts. It
recognised the existence of Native title in law and laid down
the guidelines and structures by which Indigenous people
could pursue Native Title in cases where they believed that
their traditional rights had not been extinguished.

Mabo & Wik:
Mabo:
• WHEN: June 1992
• WHO: a group of Murray (Mer) Island people, led by Eddie Mabo
• WHAT: sought title over their traditional land. The court decided that the land title of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders was recognised under common law, meaning that
where Indigenous people could show continuous occupancy of and connection with their
land, native title could be said to exist. It recognised their traditional legal rights.
• Whilst the decision did not grant new rights for Aboriginal people, it recognised their
traditional legal rights. It ruled that the notion of terra nullius was false and that the British
claims to sovereignty didn’t extinguish native title. Chief
Wik:
• WHEN: 1996
• WHAT: The Wik Decision clarified the issue of granting a pastoral lease extinguished
Native Title. The court ruled that the lease, although granting certain rights to run cattle,
did not in fact extinguish native title and that Native Title could co-exist with a pastoral
lease. Where here was conflict, pastoral leases would prevail over Native Title.

Land Rights Cheat Sheet:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Native Title: Communal and/or individual rights or interests of
Aboriginal people or Torres Strait Islanders in relation to water or land.
1966: Wave Hill Mob went on strike for working conditions.
1975: Whitlam Government passed the first land rights legislation (only
benefitted a small amount of ATSI people)
Mabo case: brought to Supreme Court of Queensland: Mabo lost.
Mabo & Others v Queensland (No. 2) (1992): Terra Nullius overturned.
Native Title existed if a continuous link with the land was maintained
since before 1788.
Wik people: Leasehold Title may not extinguish Native Title. They can
exist simultaneously. If in conflict, Leasehold prevails.
1997: John Howard introduced Native Title Amendment Act to address
ambgiuities.

Sample MCQ:

TIP: use process if elimination and look for key terms you
recognise from the syllabus. They MAY be included in the
correct answer.

Sample MCQ:

Tip: Reread the quote several times, look to see whose it
by, recall which aspect of Aboriginal Spirituality they are
referring to

Sample MCQ:

Tip: Wik decision = pastoral leases, Mabo = terra nullius false.
Bringing them home report was released in 1996 and marked a
pivotal moment in the controversy that has come to be known as
the Stolen Generations

Part 2: - Religious expressions in Australia post1945

Religious expression in Australia – 1945 to
present
•
•

Using census data, outline changing patterns of religious adherence
from 1945 to the present
account for the present religious landscape in Australia in relation to:
–
–
–
–
–

•

Christianity as the major religious tradition
Immigration
denominational switching
rise of New Age religions
secularism

describe the impact of Christian ecumenical movements in Australia
– The National Council of Churches
– NSW Ecumenical Council

•
•

evaluate the importance of interfaith dialogue in multifaith Australia
examine the relationship between Aboriginal spiritualities and religious
traditions in the process of Reconciliation

**VERY Important**
Remember:
• In 1945: Australia was MONOCULTURE, MONOFAITH, and
MONOETHNIC
• In 2018: Australia is MULTICULTURAL, MULTIFAITH and
MULTIETHNIC

1945 – present:
• 88% of people were Christian (Only 0.5% stated otherwise)

Immigration

Denominational
Switching

Rise of New
Age Religions

Secularism

These factors DRAMATICALLY changed Australia’s religious landscape!

Notable Statistics:

2011-2016

Types of Christianity;
• Denomination – Christianity only!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roman Catholic
Greek Orthodox
Eastern Orthodox/Russian Orthodox
Pentecostal
Hillsong Church
Anglican

Factors influencing changing
religious patterns:
•

Christianity as the major religious tradition:
– Since the first fleet in 1788, Christianity has been the dominant religion in
Australia
– 1947 census; 1947 Christianity constituted 88% of the Australian
population
– Formation of the Uniting Church (1994) à Congregational, Methodist and
Presbyterian Churches
– However for the first time, in the 2016 census, ”No Religion” has become a
more popular option in the census than Catholicism.
– Catholicism has continued to increase both numerically and proportionally
(from 20.9% in 1947 to 27.3% in 1991).
• 1996 – Catholicism made its first decrease in percentage

– The Roman Catholic Church took over the Anglican Church as the largest
denomination in Australia in the 1986 census.

Changes in Catholicism over time
• Catholicism has continued to increase both numerically and
proportionally (from 20.9% in 1947 to 27.3% in 1991).
• 1996 – Catholicism made its first decrease in percentage.
• A substantial amount of the national migrant intake is
Catholic.
• There is a trend amongst those baptised a Catholic to
identify as a Catholic even if they no longer practice the
religion. This is not the case for all denominations and
could be a contributing factor to the steady Catholic portion
of the population.

Australia and Non-Religion
• For the first time in Australian history, ”No Religion” has
become a more popular option in the census than
Catholicism.
• Between 2011 and 2016, an additional 2.2million people
declared “no religion.”

Immigration:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Post WWII, the Chifley Government assisted more than 1.5 British nationals to migrate to
Australia. From 1945-1975, Australia’s population grew to 13 million, with the majority
arriving from Europe. Refugees from the Baltic States (Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia) and
Yugoslavia, led to an increase in orthodox Christians and Catholics.
People fleeing communist oppression in Hungary (1956) and Czechoslovakia (1968) were
also accepted.
Despite Australia’s intake of migrants, limited numbers of non-Europeans were accepted.
The abolishment of the White Australian Policy in 1973 by the Whitlam Government, led to
an increase in non-European migrants.
Migrants from Vietnam, China, Cambodia and Thailand introduced Buddhism
Hinduism was brought from India, Sri Lanka and Fiji. The first significant Muslim migrants
arrived in 1967, and since then, Muslim immigrants have come from Lebanon,
Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran and Pakistan. By 1986, the Muslim-Turkish population was about
50 000 and in 2011, 2.2% of the population were Islamic.

Contemporary Australia is diverse, with Synagogues, Buddhist and
Hindu Temples, Churches and Mosques found in all major cities.

Where do Australia’s migrants come from?

Australia’s Buddhist Population:
•
•
•

2011: 2.5%
2016: 2.4%
As of 2016, Buddhism is the third largest religious following in Australia.

•

Australia received many Buddhist refugees in the 20th century from Vietnam,
Thailand, Laos, and Tibet.
In modern times, business migrants from Singapore, Hong Kong, and Taiwan
have further strengthened the influx of Buddhism into Australia.
In many ways, the introduction of Buddhism into Australia was gradual and
seamless – even though it was the second most followed religion in Australia in
2011 (it moved to third in 2016).

•
•

Australia’s Muslim population:
• Australia’s Muslim population has grown from 2.2% to 2.6%
• Islam is now the second most followed religion in Australia.
• Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world and is
predicted to rival Christianity in terms of global population
by 2050.

Australia’s Hindu Population:
• • Hinduism still had the most significant growth between
2006 and 2016, driven by immigration from South Asia.
• In 2011, the Hindu population was 1.3%
• In 2016, it is 1.9%

Australia’s Jewish Population:
• No longer is Judaism in the most followed top-five religions
in Australia.
• Judaism has the steadiest following in the census since
1901.
• Judaism has decreased since 2011 from 0.5% to 0.4%

Denominational switching
•
•

Definition: Refers to the exchange of Church members between different
Christian denominations
In the past, people tended to be more loyal to the demonization they were born
into.
–

–

•
•

One reason for the increase in denominational switching is the included mobility. The growth in
car ownership since 1945 has also been a contributing factor. People now find it easier to travel
to a church hey favour rather than the local parish church.
Another factors is that people, particularly Protestants tend to look for a church that will meet the
needs of their family. Most Protestant churches gain as many members oats they lose although
Pentecostal churches and evangelical changes have gained significantly.

Identification with Anglican faith has continued to drop (at the fastest rate)
Identification with the Pentecostal faith has continued to increase (at the
greatest rate)
– A reason for this switch is that Charismatic leaders in the Pentecostal Church preach
with great authority and their services include rock bands

Rise of New Age Religions
•

There is a wide variety of New Age religions. Many followers want to
connect with nature, or this life-force in a spiritual way. There is also a
belief in the potential of the human being and a desire for
understanding of oneself and the universe. Reasons for the growth of
new age movements include:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

a disillusionment with traditional religion and its forms of worship,
frustration with the slowness of change]
a desire to seek personal fulfilment
a desire to find new ways of seeking inner peace and health.
An awareness of the globalised world
Ease of travel
New forms of global communication
A lessening of commitment to traditional structures such as Christian
CHURCHES

Secularism:
•

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A movement or concept which rejects religious belief or adherence. The
reasons for reduced membership of realigns or attendance at church
services are varied but include;
Church processes which are boring or unfulfilling.
Beliefs; disagreement with the churches belief or moral issue
Alternatives, no need to attend church, not enough time
Personal attitudes
Technical – increased scientific knowledge

In summary, all these different reasons support the concept of individuality
and following ones personal ideas rather than those of a group or
organisation.

Ecumenicism:
Definition: Promoting Christian unity and especially the unification of all Christina churches.
Uniting Church:
• In 1977, several Australian Churches combined to create the Uniting Church. This
comprised of the Congregational Union of Australia, the Methodist Church of Australasia,
and the Presbyterian Church of Australia. They made a commitment to dialogue for the
purpose of the greater good.
NCCA (1994):
• The National Council of Churches in Australia. The NCCA aims to promote an emphasis on
similarities, an appreciation for differences, a unified front on important issues,
communication and a joint approach to various initiatives in the name of the Gospel
• It acts as the umbrella organisation bringing many of Australia’s Christian churches
together in both practical and organisational cooperation and discussion on faith-based
issues. It works with state councils and is also associated with the international focused
World Council of Churches
• Its role is to reverse the racist and discriminatory legislation that was affecting the social
dynamic in Australia

NSW Ecumenical Council:
The NSW Ecumenical council: established to be the instrument through which Churches seek to be
faithful and committed to their ecumenical calling
Covers issues relating to:

•
•
•
•
•
•

– Social justice
– Welfare
– Doctrine and order
– Worship
– Migrant and refugee concerns
Provides resources to aid local churches in building greater cooperation for mission
Encourages the formation of agreements to allow expression of the churches commitment to
one another
Helps local church understand commitment for the sake of the gospel and its effective
proclamation
Initiates and supports local inter-church groups and networks
Provides opportunities for people to reflect
Encourages occasions for interfaith dialogue

Interfaith Dialogue:
•

Interfaith dialogue is the meeting of different religions in a friendly environment in which
common ground is sought but also differences are respected. It is designed to increase
cooperation and harmony amongst religious groups.

•

Due to Australia’s multicultural landscape, interfaith dialogue is essential for creating
mutual respect and tolerance. Misunderstandings must be minimalized in order to
preserve social cohesion

•

In an increasingly secularised society, interfaith dialogue unites religions and allows
members to discuss common issues such as dignity, the sanctity of human life, justice
and peace.
An example of interfaith dialogue is The Columban Centre of Christian-Muslim Relations,
established in Sydney in 1997, which encourages dialogue between Christians and
Muslims through speakers, seminars and a newsletter. The Council of Christians and Jews
also works closely with Jewish and Catholic communities, with the aim of removing the
causes of racial and religious conflict.

•

Theologian Hans Kung stated “There is no peace among the religions without
dialogue between religions.”

Sample MCQ:

Sample MCQ:

TIP: Use process of elimination
(A) Uniting: only founded in 1977
(C) Decreasing at the fastest rate
(D) Increasing at the fastest rate

Sample MCQ:

TIP:
Statement 1: Catholicism is the largest Christian
denomination in Australia (Not Anglicanism)
Statement 2: The majority of Presbyterians, Methodists
and Congregationalists merged to form the Uniting Church
of Australia

Approaching the 5 mark short answer:
• 5 marks = 5 points (no less)
• The question will most likely contain a stimulus (such as a
phrase, quote or diagram) plus combination of 2-3 syllabus
dot-points – which means you can’t just memorise practice
responses
• Choose every sentence wisely

Source A: In Australia today, relationships between…the various religious traditions are
characterised by mutual tolerance and respect
Mention source in first sentence
Use key terms of question
Definition of interfaith

Again use of key terms
Variation/synonym of key term
Relevant quote

Examples to back up response

Source A states that in Australia, relationships between the various religious traditions,
known as interfaith dialogue, are characterised by tolerance and respect. As a result,
interfaith dialogue is essential in facilitating relationships between the various religious
traditions. Interfaith dialogue is the meeting of different religions in a friendly environment
in which common ground is sought but also differences are respected. It is designed to
increase cooperation and harmony amongst religious groups. With the influx of migrants
across the world, following WWII, Australia began to alter its perceptions of the different
religions and became more accepting of religions other than Christianity. This led to the
development of interfaith dialogue, a movement aimed towards promoting mutual respect
and tolerance between the various religions. Due to Australia’s multicultural landscape,
interfaith dialogue is essential for creating harmony and cooperation. Misunderstandings
must be minimalised in order to preserve social cohesion. Theologian Hans Kung stated
“There is no peace among the religions without dialogue between religions.” In an
increasingly secularised society, interfaith dialogue unites religions and allows members to
discuss common issues such as dignity, the sanctity of human life, justice and peace. An
example of interfaith dialogue is The Columban Centre of Christian-Muslim Relations,
established in Sydney in 1997, which encourages dialogue between Christians and
Muslims through speakers, seminars and a newsletter. The Council of Christians and Jews
also works closely with Jewish and Catholic communities, with the aim of removing the
causes of racial and religious conflict. The importance of interfaith services was
demonstrated after the Port Arthur Massacre and Bali Bombings, where different religions
united to pray and promote peace.

Where to improve? Any suggestions?

Using a stimulus:
•
•
•
•
•

First sentence = Answer the question and use the stimulus!
Cut your quote into smaller pieces (i.e. use 1-2 words, not the entire
sentence)
Top and tail your paragraphs and then colour them in!
Don’t overthink your stimulus – keep it simple!
As a general rule, I would suggest referring to your stimulus 3-4 times in
a short answer.

SHORT ANSWER PRACTICE:

Q11: Marking Centre Feedback

My Answer:
Separation from kinship groups has a detrimental, devastating and long-term
impact on Indigenous Australians. Kinship refers to the system of biological and
non-biological relationships that govern all aspects of a person’s life. It can be
broken into moiety which guards marriage and organises a reciprocal relationship,
Totem, which is a responsibility which promote balance and protection of resources
and skin names. It is incorporated into the Dreaming, which is the fundamental
tenet of Aboriginal spirituality. Dispossession includes to the forcible removal and
destruction of kinship groups which results in a loss of human identity and purpose
in life. It separated Indigenous Australians from their culture and religion and
denied them the opportunity to express their religion in traditional song and dance.
It made it hard to preserve their own language and many lost the opportunity to
participate in rituals. It also created a sense of ‘not belonging’ and many continue
find it difficult to connect with their kinship heritage and participate in Native Title
Claims. More recently, the impact of separation of kinship groups is seen through
Native Title Claims, including land right advocacy from Mabo and Wik.

Stimulus breakdown:

Previous Years: (CHRISTIANITY)
Year

Topic

2018

Integrated Essay

2017

Integrated Essay

2016

Ethics

2015

Significant Practice

2014

Ethics

2013

Integrated Essay

2012

Significant Person

2011

Integrated Essay

2010

Integrated Essay

NOTE: in the last 8 years, they have only asked for significant person ONCE!

Essays in the HSC:
• NEVER memorise your pre-prepared essay
• Instead, practice writing Essay plans!

Essay Plans:
•
•

Spend ~5 mins brainstorming and planning your response – this is truly
valuable time!
STEP 1: Unpack the question and/or Stimuli:
– – What are the key terms?
– – What do the key terms mean?
– – How can I use these key terms in my response

•

STEP 2: Decide on a structure
– – Para 1:_______
– – Para 2: ________
– – Para 3: ______

•
•
•

STEP 3: Start preparing a thesis statement
– NOTE: this doesn’t have to be as sophisticated as an English essay but you
still need to have a general argument for the entirety of your paper
• STEP 4: Write down important quotes and ideas that come to your mind

Essay writing tips:
INTRO:
• Most SOR essay questions have a focus on Living Religious Traditions. Be sure to define
what this means, and define what you believe constitutes an “impact” on the adherent
• Make sure you make it clear which areas you will be discussing, and give a brief
introduction to them (EG – “Adherents connect to their beliefs through the teachings of
significant persons, such as Paul of Tarsus, one of the most pivotal early Christian
figures.”)
• If the question requires you to judge how effectively a religious tradition is active in the
lives of its adherents (or some other judgement), make sure you do this at the end of your
introduction.
• – i.e. To what extent
• Make a direct link to the question and stimulus if there is one
• If evaluating, make your stance clear - place a judgement of the role played or significance
• Outline briefly your arguments
• Reiterate your stance on the question and the position you will be taking

Ideas?
• Possible paragraph sequences:
– Focusing on one ethical issue per paragraph, using the sources and
teachings as tools. The issue becomes the lens.
– Going through the sequence of events in a significant practice,
stopping at each point to talk about the significance, the impact, the
expression of beliefs, and also addressing the question.
– Dividing a significant person or school of thought’s contribution in to
development and expression.
– Reverse arguments. Eg: “To what extent is Baptism the central rite
in Christianity?” One paragraph on one denomination’s agreeance,
another paragraph on another denomination’s disagreeance. (Or,
inner peace, then world peace, reverse)

Study tips:
• Work together with your class – make google docs, share
essays, mark each others exams etc.
• Be creative: use posters, make palm cards, voice recordings
etc.

Tips on Past papers:
• It’s never too early to start past papers! In fact, the
earlier the better!
• As soon as you finish a topic in class, go through the
HSC past papers and do the corresponding questions

Quick note on how much to write?
• Remember: the space they give you is the space they want
you to write
• SOR is all about writing SUCCINT, CONCISE responses!
– You need to choose your information wisely à there is NO room for
anything else
– EVERYTHING must have a purpose (if it doesn’t, then think again if
it is necessary)

What to do next:
Churches:
Sit in on service.
If you’re not quite comfortable, sit somewhere towards the back.
Mosques:
Gallipoli Mosque in Auburn: Guided tours available for booking online.
Synagogues:
Tours of the Great Synagogue in Sydney are available for $10 per adult
Tuesdays: 12 noon on the first and third Tuesday of the month. Thursdays:
12 noon on each Thursday of the month.
Buddhist Temples:
Nan Tien Temple: Wollongong. Tours available for groups.

QUESTIONS?

