
Assess the significance of Stephen Bik and black consciousness movement within 
national resistance to apartheid 

The black consciousness movement started by Stephen Biko was extremely significant part of 
the national resistance to apartheid due to its ability to continue national resistance. 

The black consciousness movement allowed for continuation of resistance of apartheid in 
South Africa. The Black consciousness movement greatly developed in the 1960’s focusing 
on black psychological resistance which would cause political resistance. This was in 
response due to the Bantu education system attempting to teach black students that they were 
inferior to whites. This was supported by the lack of funding for black school with an average 
of 48 students a classroom and £600 less money per student for black schools. This resistance 
was vital at the time due to arrest of PAC and ANC leaders in 1964 and the demise of these 
political organisations. The black consciousness movement allowed the anti-apartheid 
movement to continue as well as allowing it to rise as the main opposition. Furthermore, the 
change to psychological resistance signalled a movement in the apartheid movement and that 
it would not reduce if leaders or organisations were stopped. Therefore, the black 
consciousness movement was significant as it allowed the continuation of the anti-apartheid 
movement. 

The black conscious movement and Stephen Biko were important factors in the anti-apartheid 
movement as it inspired action against the apartheid movement. The Soweto uprising in June 
1976 was responsive actions by high school students as a response to the change to speaking 
Afrikaans in school. This was taken negatively due to the oppressive nature of the Afrikaans 
people and it’s reminding of the oppression of the blacks. Inspired by the black consciousness 
movement and the self-empowerment ideology students marched on June 16 as protest to this 
change. The result of this march was police fire which triggered uprisings in Soweto and 
other townships burning government buildings or damaging cars. This saw the that over 600 
people were killed and 1,500 injured. This caused apartheid to gain international attention 
and a south African judge to say apartheid was at fault of this uprising. This uprising had a 
big impact on anti-apartheid movement as it was apparent that it will always be opposed and 
signified that start of the diminish of apartheid which was fuelled by the student’s mentality. 
Consequently, the black consciousness movement was an important part of apartheid 
resistance as it fuelled resistance such as the Soweto uprising 

AS such, the black consciousness movement was extremely significant in anti-apartheid 
resistance as it allowed it to continue in the 1970s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“International factors were most significant in bringing about the end of apartheid” 

Assess this statement 

International factors were an extremely significant contribution to the end of apartheid with it 
also affecting economic factors however, the state of emergency played a role in influencing 
the decision to end apartheid. This can be seen through the end of Cold war and influence of 
the soviet union, end of apartheid movement and boycotts which influence South Africa 
economically creating pressure to end of Apartheid. The state of emergency within townships 
also affected the apartheid movement creating violence and social change. Therefore, 
international factors were most significant factor in bringing down apartheid. 

Note: although Dekler never explained it 

- End of the cold war means no Soviet threat--- Cuban economy crisis 
- ANC relying on Cuba, Soviet support allowing them to maintain pressure, causing SA 

to activate total strategy 
- Sanctions by UN--- Military sanctions (no one could sell to them); Happens second 
- Cultural boycotts--- kicked off Olympics, rugby and Cricket world cups; Happens firs 
- Free Mandela movement--- This leads to sanctions and boycotts as people in West 

pressure governments to act against apartheid 
- Mandela says they played a large part  

Factors inside: 

- State of emergency--- violence within the townships 
- Economy, this is caused by job reservation, diverting to military, which is sanctioned, 

whites being unmotivated,  

 

 


