A head start on ALL
the CORE content!

HSC MODERN HISTORY
HEADSTART LECTURE

Presented by:
SUSIE DODDS

LECTURE SUMMARY
Today, we will be going through ALL of the ‘Focus of Study’ section of the Core
(Power and Authority in the Modern World)

• PART 1 – The rise of dictatorships after World War I
• PART 2 – The Nazi Regime to 1939
• PART 3 – The search for peace and security in the world

There will also be two 15 minute breaks at 3:00 and 4:05!

Go grab something to eat or drink, or come have a chat if you have any questions 😊

HSC MODERN HISTORY – HOW TO SURVIVE
• Stay on top of the content
– Modern History is notoriously “high content”, so make sure that you
stay on top of all the work
– If you miss a lesson, ask your teacher for a catch up meeting, or
meet up with a friend to go through everything. Don’t leave it till
before the exam.

• Don’t leave studying till before the exam!
– Get into the habit of doing AT LEAST one essay per week

most HSC students when they hear that
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stay on top of all the work
– If you miss a lesson, ask your teacher for a catch up meeting, or
meet up with a friend to go through everything. Don’t leave it till
before the exam.

• Don’t leave studying till before the exam!
– Get into the habit of doing AT LEAST one essay per week
– When everyone else is realising structural problems, you will have
already fixed them, and be focusing on adding finishing touches!

• You don’t have to write notes! (we’ll get into that later 😉)

NOTES v. PAPERS?
• The way you study should be personalised.
– By this point you should know roughly what works for you!

• Me? I didn’t write notes.
– I am a practical based learner - meaning that I actively need to be doing
something in order for content to sink in.
– Writing notes = a HUGE amount of time, preparing for a study technique
(reading notes) that just doesn’t work for me.
– Instead, I focused on doing past papers, and getting them marked!
• By a teacher, or you can pop them onto ATAR Notes and I’ll mark them for free!

• If you do write notes, base them around arguments/themes
– Rather than just writing a slab of content, structure the content in a way
whereby you can easily study the links, patterns and arguments.
– Look at past papers – notice any patterns? (particularly for the Personality
question)

Section I…
The easy section!

But why?
On average, 10 000+ students study Modern History
•
•

In order to get a band 6, your responses DO need to stand out.
Standing out in a cohort of 10 000? NOT easy.

Unlike other sections, you don’t get question options
•
•

What you get is what you get.
If you don’t like what you get – Tough.
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•
•

What you get is what you get.
If you don’t like what you get – Tough.

More questions = more opportunity to lose marks
•
•

“Good” essay = 22/25 (4 marks lost)
“Good” SA = 5/7, “Good” MR = 6/8, ”Good” Source Analysis = 7/10
• Overall 18/25, 7 marks lost à NOT A BAND 6

THE SYLLABUS – GET TO KNOW IT!

CONTENT BLOCK 1
The rise of dictatorships after WWI

Conditions that enabled dictators to rise to power in the interwar period

OVERVIEW
•
•

The 21 years between WW1 and WW2
An extremely turbulent period
– Extreme highs e.g. the 1920s economic boom
– Extreme lows e.g. The Great Depression

•

Key feature: The rise of dictatorships
– A nuanced and complex issue that
contributed to growing tensions
internationally, and undermined peace efforts.
– A result of;
• Impact of World War I and the Treaty of
Versailles
• The growth of extreme ideologies (namely
Nationalism)
• The Great Depression

Conditions that enabled dictators to rise to power in the interwar period

WWI AND THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
WW1 shook the world, and the Treaty of Versailles shook it even more.
• Germany
•
•
•
•

69.4% of all mobilized soldiers were killed or injured.
600 000 + civilians deaths
Cost of the war (not including reparations) = $37 775 000 000 (USD)
Treaty of Versailles was crippling
•
•
•
•

Territorial concessions à 1 million square miles, and 6 million subjects.
Harsh military restrictions
High reparations à $132 billion gold marks
The War Guilt Clause

• Russia
•
•
•
•

76.3% of all mobilized soldiers were killed or injured.
1 500 000 civilian deaths (30% of total civilians death recorded during WW1)
Cost of the war (not including reparations) = $22 293 950 000 (USD)
Treaty of Brest Litovsk (with Germany) was crippling
•
•

Territorial concessions à 1/3rd agricultural land and 62 million subjects
High reparations à 6 billion marks

• Received nothing from the Treaty of Versailles

Conditions that enabled dictators to rise to power in the interwar period

WWI AND THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
WW1 shook the world, and the Treaty of Versailles shook it even more.

• Contributed to economic, political and social hardship
• Nations were demoralized, destabilized and humiliated

• Dictators capitalized on the peoples grievances
• Promised liberation from their woes
• Provided the people with hope (Paternal Figure)

• Establishment of the League of Nations
• Started on rocky ground à Many nations didn’t trust it
• Real power was extremely limited
• Key nations were not part of the League
•
•
•
•

Germany barred until 1926 (withdrew in 1933)
Japan and Italy withdrew in 1933 and 1937 respectively.
Russia was the only member to ever be expelled from the
League
The US, one of the most influential nations in the world,
were NOT a member

Conditions that enabled dictators to rise to power in the interwar period

RISE OF EXTREME IDEOLOGIES (NATIONALISM)
• Extreme conditions, often lead to extreme ideas
• Extreme ideologies are a common feature of dictatorships
–
–
–
–

Hitler’s Germany à Nazism
Stalin’s Russia à Stalinist Communism
Mussolini’s Italy à Fascism
Hirohito’s Japan à Imperialism

• Nationalism is a key feature of all the above ideologies
– Nationalism: The loyalty and devotion of a person to their nation and
culture. Often leading to the development of racism/xenophobia.
– Promotion of the social, economic, and political goals of their
nation, over others (and even individual freedoms).
– A powerful uniting force
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RISE OF EXTREME IDEOLOGIES (NATIONALISM)
•

Nationalism in Nazi Germany
– “ethno-nationalism” –nationhood is determined by blood, not place of birth
The ’Übermenschen’: The supreme Germanic race that has a right to
dominate inferior races (Untermenschen).
– Lebensraum: The Germans have a right to (already populated) ‘living space’

•

Nationalism in Stalinist Russia
– Communism and Nationalism don’t typically go together
– Russian nationalism harnessed to increase the appeal of Stalin’s ‘socialism
in one country’ over Trotsky’s ‘Permanent Revolution’
• Increased focus on isolationism, and self sufficiency
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RISE OF EXTREME IDEOLOGIES (NATIONALISM)
•

Nationalism in Fascist Italy
– Subscribed to the ‘palingenetic myth’ of National Rebirth
• Return to the glory days à The Roman Empire

– Spazio Vitale: Living Space and empire building (invasion of Ethiopia)

•

Nationalism in Imperial Japan
– Invasion of Manchuria: motivations similar to Lebensraum and spazio vitale

•

Scapegoats – a common feature
– Nazi Germany: The Jews and the Communists (Reichstag Fire)
– Stalinist Russia: The Kulaks and the Bourgeoise (dekulakization)

•

Aversion to Internationalism – rejection of the League of Nations

Conditions that enabled dictators to rise to power in the interwar period

ECONOMIC HARDSHIP AND THE GREAT DEPRESSION
•

During times of economic hardship, distrust for the establishment grows,
and people begin to seek more radical alternatives.
– E.g. the Weimar Government during the Ruhr Crisis and Hyperinflation

•

Economic grievances that develop under dictatorships blamed on the
scapegoats.
– Stalin blamed the Kulaks for hoarding grain, while he exported large quantities overseas.

•

The Great Depression
– The worldwide economic crisis of the 1930s, that started with the Wall Street stock
market Crash in the United States.
– Devastating impact on Germany that was not effectively managed by the Weimar
Government.
– Japanese exports drop by 50% à economic pressure is a motive to invade the resource
rich region of Manchuria.
– Positive for Mussolini – the fact that Italy faired well during this time (due to their
emphasis on self-sufficiency, and his quick response to the crisis, starting business
programs and nationalizing sectors of the economy) seemed to validate his dictatorship.

An overview of the dictatorships that emerged in Russia, Italy and Japan

FEATURES OF A DICTATORSHIP
•
•

“Government by a dictator”
Key features;
– Single person with absolute authority
– Only concern: maintaining control
– As long as their power is not
threatened, a certain degree of
personal freedom of citizens may be
tolerated
– No rule of law
• rules are created and broken as the
dictator likes

– No rule of the people
• However, a cult of personality may
mean that they are still popular with
the people.

An overview of the dictatorships that emerged in Russia, Italy and Japan

STALINIST RUSSIA
•

•

A prominent member of Lenin’s government –
though less “hands on” than many other
members (e.g. Trotsky)
Became the General Secretary in 1922
–

•

•

In charge of Lenin’s Levy à used this position to
recruit his own supporters, so they outnumbered his
opponents. Then charged them with ‘factionalism’.

By 1928, after his power struggle with Trotsky,
Stalin was the nominal head of the Bolshevik
Party – however this power was fragile.
Manufactured consent through propaganda,
manipulation of the media, and education.
–
–
–

Stalin presented himself as the embodiment of “ideal
behavior [within] an ideal society” (Suny)
Of the 10 000 newspapers that circulated Russia,
Stalin owned… 10 000.
Development of ‘Socialist Realism’

An overview of the dictatorships that emerged in Russia, Italy and Japan

CLIP FROM ‘THE FALL OF BERLIN’

An overview of the dictatorships that emerged in Russia, Italy and Japan

STALINIST RUSSIA
•

The Show Trials and the Purges
–
–
–
–

•

World War II
–
–

•

All areas of the party (and society!) were affected
Catalyst: The assassination of Sergey Kirov (1934)
Methods: murder, gulag, exile, show trial
Show Trials: A public ‘farce’ of justice à defendants
were blackmailed into confessing to crimes they had
not committed.
Fought with the allies (kind of… re. The Nazi-Soviet
Non-Aggression Pact)
Often praised as a war hero, despite making critical
strategic errors (Battle of Stalingrad)

The Cold War
–

–
–

Provocative requests during the post-war
conferences served to escalate tensions between the
US and USSR.
Wished to spread Communist influence in Eastern
Europe and abroad.
Engaged in an arms race with the US

An overview of the dictatorships that emerged in Russia, Italy and Japan

MUSSOLINI’S ITALY
•

•

•

After his expulsion from the Italian Socialist
Party, he became a hardcore Italian
Nationalist, forming the Fascist Party in 1919.
A harsh critic of the Treaty of Versailles
(believed Italy was short changed) à popular
sentiment.
By the latter months of 1921, the Fascists
controlled a large chunk of Italy.
–

•

Used ‘Black shirts’ to terrorize political opponents.

Became the youngest prime minister in Italian
history in October 1922.
–

–

He was not democratically elected, but rather seized
power by threatening a coup on Rome. The King
conceded.
Obtained official dictatorial powers for a year – used
that time to consolidate a Fascist majority in
parliament, which secured their win in the 1924
election.

An overview of the dictatorships that emerged in Russia, Italy and Japan

MUSSOLINI’S ITALY
•

The Invasion of Ethiopia (1935)
– Believed it would be a good (and easy) way to
demonstrate the strength of his regime.

–

•

• Ethiopia was captured quickly, due to the
disparities between war-tech and industry.
The capture allowed him to declare an Italian Empire.

World War II
– Hitler was a powerful ally, when Italy was facing
condemnation from the rest of Western Europe.
• Led to the passing of anti-Semitic laws in Italy

– Italy pledged support Germany in WWII (despite
initial reservations.)
– Italy wasn’t very good at war
• Failed invasions of Greece and North Africa
• Became a burden on Germany, who had to
continually bail out the Italians after failures.

– Mussolini loses support of the Party, and in
1948 they Fascist Party wins only 2% of votes.

An overview of the dictatorships that emerged in Russia, Italy and Japan

HIROHITO’S JAPAN
•
•
•
•

The longest reigning Emperor (1926 – 1989)
Power was his birthright, as heir to the throne.
At the time of his accession, Japan was at its most
democratic – this changes.
Key debate: was he the dictator? Or the Japanese
military?
– Mukden Incident: The military blows up a railway and
blames it on Chinese bandits

•

The Occupation of Manchuria (1931)
– The Kwantung Army invades Manchuria, with the
intention of establishing a puppet state (Manchukuo)
– Motivations: ‘Living Space’, imperialism, Resources.
– China appeals to the League of Nations , but they
have limited authority over Japan.
– The Rape of Nanking (1937)

An overview of the dictatorships that emerged in Russia, Italy and Japan

HIROHITO’S JAPAN
•

World War II in the Pacific (War with the US)
– Entered an alliance with Germany and Italy (Tripartite Pact)
in 1940, forming the Axis powers.
• Debate: was Hirohito an active/willing participant?

– The Bombing of Pearl Harbour
• 2 400 Americans killed, 1 143 wounded, along with extensive
damage to military and naval equipment – Japanese Victory.
• Incentivized the US to join the war.

– Japan experienced initial success, until the Battle of Midway.
• American intelligence broke the Japanese imperial naval cipher,
revealing Japanese military secrets

– US bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki, USSR invades Japan
• Hirohito concedes defeat, and agrees to accept the Potsdam
Declaration

– Hirohito renounces the divinity of the Emperor, and signs a
new constitution drafted by the US – he is reduced to a
constitutional monarch.
– Hirohito was not prosecuted for war crimes - controversial

CONTENT BLOCK 2
The Nazi Regime to 1939

THE RISE OF THE NAZI PARTY AND HITLER IN GERMANY AND THE COLLAPSE OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

BACKGROUND OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC
•
•

Abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II and the abolition of
the Monarchy = need for a new system.
Turmoil break out between leftist groups over which
system to adopts
–
–
–

•

Elections held 19th Jan 1919
–
–

•

SDP (democracy) vs. The Spartacists (revolutionary socialism).
Philip Scheidemann of the SDP declares a new republic, with
Friedrich Ebert as chancellor.
To control rising opposition, Ebert grants the army autonomy, in
return for their cooperation in suppressing leftist extremism.
• Establishment of the Freikorps – volunteer militia units.
The SDP win the most seats, but not a majority.
Forms a coalition with the Democrats and the Catholic Centre
Party in order to have a majority government.

The Weimar Republic is born!
–

With Ebert as President and Scheidemann as chancellor.

THE RISE OF THE NAZI PARTY AND HITLER IN GERMANY AND THE COLLAPSE OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

THE WEIMAR CONSTITION
•
•
•

•

The Bill of Rights guaranteed freedom of
speech/religion, and equality under the law.
Suffrage granted to all men and women over 20.
Role of the President
–
–
–
–

Limited role in the everyday governance of Germany
Chose the chancellor (and could also dismiss them)
Had the power to dissolve the Reichstag and call re-elections
Held primary power over the armed forces.

–

Article 48 - in an emergency, they could make laws without
consulting the Reichstag.

Role of the Chancellor
–
–

•

Typically, the leader of the party with the most seats.
Chose ministers to help run the country, and could pass laws
that were supported by the Reichstag.

Role of the Reichstag
–
–
–

Parliament elected by the German people
Had the power to create/debate laws and legislation.
Composition determined by proportional representation.
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BACKGROUND OF HITLER AND THE NAZI PARTY
•
•

Adolf Hitler was born in Austria (one of Germany’s
closest allies during WW1)
Lived in Vienna, where he applied for the Academy
of Fine Arts twice as a watercolor painter – he was
rejected… twice.

THE RISE OF THE NAZI PARTY AND HITLER IN GERMANY AND THE COLLAPSE OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

ONE HITLER’S MANY SHITTY PAINTINGS
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ONE HITLER’S MANY SHITTY PAINTINGS

What even is
perspective?
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BACKGROUND OF HITLER AND THE NAZI PARTY
•
•

Hitler was born in Austria (close German ally)
Lived in Vienna, where he applied for the Academy of
Fine Arts twice – he was rejected… twice.
– Blamed ALL of his problems on the Jews/Communists

•

In 1913, he joined the German Army.
– “The war … brought for him, at twenty-five, a new start
on life” , he was a “impassioned warrior, deadly serious
at all times about the war’s aims and Germany’s
manifest destiny” (Shirer)
– According those who served with him, he was… odd.
• Would be very quiet at times, then suddenly release a
tirade against the “invisible foes” à Jews and Marxists.

– He was in hospital, when he found out about the
German collapse – expressed disbelief and outrage.

•

After the war, he joined the German Worker’s Party
– After he was hired by the army to investigate them!
– Their nationalist, anti-communist and anti-Semitic
values aligned with his own.
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BACKGROUND OF HITLER AND THE NAZI PARTY
•

By 1921, he emerged as party leader.
– Personally designed the Nazi Party banner
– Formulated a twenty-five-point program, outlining the
party platform.

•

Other members attempted to halt his rise to power.
– Suggested his leadership was too dictatorial.
– In response to this accusation, he offers his
resignation, however this offer was rejected, as he
played such a key role in the Party.
– Reassured of his indispensability, Hitler officially
demanded dictatorial powers of the Party, and
abolished the committee entirely.

•

Nazi Party membership grew rapidly
– This was at least in part due to his incredible public
speaking skills, and charisma, famously adapting to
his audiences.
– Reached 55 000 members by 1923

A KEY PATTERN YOU WILL NOTICE

WEIMAR FAILURE
=
NAZI PARTY SUCCESS
The Nazi Party capitalised on the failures of the
Weimar Republic, in order to secure popular support.
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CONSTITUTIONAL FLAWS OF THE WEIMAR GOVERNMENT
15%
votes

40%
votes

20%
votes

25%
votes

=
15%
of seats

=
40%
of seats

=
20%
of seats

=
25%
of seats

•

– The composition of the Reichstag was
“proportional” to the amount of votes a
party receives (see infograph).
– Made it impossible for a party to secure a
majority, thus difficult to get laws passed.
– Led to the development of coalition

NO MAJORITY

• to achieve a majority, larger parties would
need to align with smaller parties
• Larger parties had to compromise their own
party platform – affording smaller parties
disproportionate power.

COALLITION
15% votes

40% votes

•

Article 48
– The President could rule without consulting
the Reichstag in an emergency.

55% votes

=
55%
of seats

Proportional Representation

= MAJORITY

• This clause rubbed a lot of people up the
wrong way.
• Could be abused in order to form a
dictatorship.
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THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
•
•

Weimar Republic was blamed for the
harshness of the TOV.
Some of the terms of the treaty included;
–
–
–
–

•
•

Reparations, set to 132 billion gold marks.
Territorial cessations
Limits of the German military
The War Guilt Clause

‘November Criminals’
The ‘stab-in-the-back’ legend
– A conspiracy between leftist Weimar
politicians, communists and Jews, to
sabotage the war effort.
– Survival of German militarism.
– Hitler was a strong proponent of the ‘Stab-inthe-back’ legend, and campaigned on a
platform of reversing the Treaty of Versailles.
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RISE OF THE EXTREME RIGHT (NATIONALISM)
•

Kapp Putsch
– Organised by Wolfgang Kapp, in an alliance
with Walther von Luttwitz, estranged army
general.
– On March 13th, the Marinebrigade Ehrhardt
took control of Berlin, and Weimar politicians
flee.
– German workers organise a mass strike, and
the Kapp government collapsed 17th March.
– The Kapp Putsch highlighted how easy it was
for Weimar to lose power.
• The lack of support from the Reichswehr
– ‘Reichswehr does not fire at Reichswehr’

• 1920 = support for the SPD had fallen.
• Many Kapp supporters became Nazi
supporters
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RISE OF THE EXTREME RIGHT (NATIONALISM)
•

Beer Hall Putsch
– Hitler and Bavarian leadership unite to take over Munich.
At the last minute, Kahr and Lossow call it off.
– Hitler storms the beer hall where a meeting was taking
place, and declares “the national revolution has begun!”
• The Bavarian leaders agree to support Hitler (however they
escape in the commotion, and alert the police)
• The SA take control of the army headquarters, and the offices
of the local newspaper.

– The Nazi’s enter Munich, assuming they will meet little
resistance, they are met by army reinforcements.
– Hitler is arrested, and the Nazi Party is banned
• Hitler uses his trial as a way to generate support.
– Was front page news on all newspapers for weeks

– Hitler writes ’Mein Kampf’ in jail
– The Beer Hall Putsch revealed to Hitler that revolution was
not the way forward for the Nazi Party – they needed to
gain power legitimately, through constitutional means.
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THE OCCUPATION OF THE RUHR
•

The Weimar Government was struggling to keep up
with reparations repayments.
– In 1923, the French allege that, among many other
things, a shipment of telegraph poles had not been
delivered.

•
•
•

France and Belgium send troops to take control of
the Ruhr – the industrial heartland of Germany.
Weimar orders passive resistance against French
aggression, e.g. worker strikes over violence
The Ruhr “stopped beating”
–

•
•

production numbers fell dramatically – the French receive
1% of coal deliveries they previously enjoyed.

The occupation of the Ruhr lasted 2.5 years.
As their industrial production fell, the German
economy experienced hyperinflation.
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UNDERSTANDING HYPERINFLATION
Hypothetical Economy

=
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Hypothetical Economy
Experiencing Hyperinflation

=
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UNDERSTANDING HYPERINFLATION
Hypothetical Economy
Experiencing Hyperinflation

=
Purchasing Power

=

(prior to inflation)
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UNDERSTANDING HYPERINFLATION
Hypothetical Economy
Experiencing Hyperinflation

=

4 x more expensive!
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UNDERSTANDING HYPERINFLATION
Date

German Marks equivalent to $1 USD

January 1922 190 – 200
July 1922

400 – 670

January 1923 6890 – 48 390
June 1923

57 000 – 193 000

January 1924 4 470 000 000
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HYPERINFLATION IN THE 1920s
•

Government’s response = bad.
• Printed more money/printed notes of high
value, encouraging inflation as the value of
marks decreases.

200 Billion Mark note
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HYPERINFLATION IN THE 1920s
•

Government’s response = bad.
• Printed more money/printed notes of high
value, encouraging inflation as the value of
marks decreases.
– Paper money is rendered useless, many revert
back to the old system of bartering.

•
•

End of 1923, a loaf of bread cost 201 000 000
000 marks (They cost 0.63 marks in 1918).
Affected different groups in different ways;
– Working Class – no savings to lose,
unemployment, and unable to afford the
exorbitant prices.
– Middle Class –Lost all their savings, inflated rent
prices , unemployment
– Upper Class/Foreigners – Benefited from inflated
rental prices (or their currency)

•

Stresemann calls off passive resistance in the
Ruhr, and introduces the Rentemark.
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THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM: THE STRESEMANN ERA
•
•

1924 – 1929 : Golden Years under Stresemann!
His aims and ideas were unique – but popular.
– Detested the TOV, wanting to regain international prestige.
– Policy of fulfilment – make the Treaty work for them.

•

Introduction of the Dawes Plan (1924)
– Fixed annual reparations payments at a manageable level.
– Increase in American loans to Germany, reviving the
economy.
– France assured they would leave the Ruhr within a year.

•

The Locarno Treaties (1925)
– Signed between Britain, France and Germany.
– Legitimized the Franc—German and Belgo-German borders
– Germany is admitted to the League of Nations (1926)

•
•

The Young Plan (1929) revisited reparations, and brought
an end to the military occupation of the Rhineland.
Germany became a cultural and technological hub
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THE STORM: THE GREAT DEPRESSION
•

Their economy was too tied with the US, when they
fell, so did Germany.
– American loans, were no longer available, and
American tariffs were an issue.

•
•

By 1932, industrial production in Germany was at
58% of its 1928 levels (mass unemployment)
Weimar Government responds poorly.
– Raise taxes, while implementing wage cuts

•
•

Chancellor Bruening asks Hindenburg to invoke
Article 48, to pass unpopular deflationary policies.
Hindenburg dissolves the Reichstag and calls for new
elections – Hitler begins campaigning.
– In 1928, the Nazi Party had only 12 seats in the
Reichstag. In 1932 (after the GD), they had 107.
– “The non-manual employees, civil servants and
teachers – who aligned themselves with Nazism [were]
a direct result of the depression.” (Stephen Lee)

THE INITIAL CONSOLIDATION OF NAZI POWER 1933 – 1934

THE APPOINTMENT OF HITLER AS CHANCELLOR
•

Hindenburg was hesitant to appoint Hitler, despite
the Nazis’ having the most seats.
– Concerned with fanaticism, and the growth of the SA.
– Appoints Kurt von Schleicher instead.

•
•

Hitler has influential supporters
Significant ally: former Chancellor Franz von Papen.
– Saw Hitler’s appointment as a means for him to
regain political prestige.
– Suggested Hitler needed to be controlled, and that
that was easier to do that within the Government.
Believed Hitler, a political novice, could be
manipulated.

•
•

Hindenburg relents and appoint Hitler as
Chancellor (30th Jan 1933).
In the evening, Hitler declared that “The New Reich
has been born”. Within two months virtually all
political power in Germany was held by Hitler.

THE INITIAL CONSOLIDATION OF NAZI POWER 1933 – 1934

THE REICHSTAG FIRE
•
•

On 27th February 1933, the Reichstag building
was set on fire.
The culprits were believed to be a group of
communists (they denied this affiliation)
– Hitler spreads the myth of a potential bout of
“communist outrage”.

•

Justification for Hitler’s extension of the Decree
for the Protection of German Peoples and
Reichstag Fire Decree, suspending;
–
–
–
–

•
•

The right to assembly
Freedom of speech
Freedom of the press
Various constitutional protections

Nazi’s used the fire to justify the persecution and
arrest imprisonment of their political opponents.
The Communist Party is banned.

THE INITIAL CONSOLIDATION OF NAZI POWER 1933 – 1934

EARLY POLICIES AND REFORMS – THE ENABLING ACT
•
•

24th March 1933
Gave Hitler dictatorial powers over Germany
– No longer required the approval of the
President.

•

Passed through both the Reichstag and the
Reichsrat, and was signed by President
Hindenburg – it was a legal dictatorship.
–

How the FRICK did that happen?
• Reichstag had to operate in the smaller Kroll
Opera House due to the fire – presence of the SA
seems more intimidating.
• Hitler made deals with various parties to
convince them to vote in favour of the Enabling
Act.
• The only party that did not vote in favour of the
Enabling Act were the Social Democrats, who
attempted, but failed, to boycott the proceedings.

•

On 14th July 1933 all parties were banned
from operating.

THE INITIAL CONSOLIDATION OF NAZI POWER 1933 – 1934

EARLY POLICIES AND REFORMS – TRADE UNIONS
•

Hitler was concerned that unions held too much
power over the workers.
– A big chunk of their supporter base.

•

•

•

On May 2nd 1933 police units were sent to
occupy all trade union headquarters, and arrest
all leaders and officials.
All money belonging to the trade unions was
confiscated, strikes were banned, and all trade
unions were dissolved.
The Deutsche Abeitsfront (The German Labour
Front) was established, with all workers forced
to be members.
– focused on perpetuating a sense of nationalism
and loyalty to the Nazi regime through various
programs which which organised leisure
activities and holidays for workers, e.g. Kraft
Furch Freude (Strength Through Joy)

THE INITIAL CONSOLIDATION OF NAZI POWER 1933 – 1934

EARLY POLICIES AND REFORMS – THE REICHSKONKORDAT
•
•

Signed by Von Papen and the Cardinal
Secretary of State on 20th July 1933.
Meant to guarantee the rights of the Roman
Catholic Church in Germany, as long as they
subjected to the authority of the Nazi Party.
– As soon as the treaty was signed, the Nazi
Party began to breach the agreement.
• The Nazi school superintendent of Muster
issued a decree which stated that all religious
instruction must be combined with anti-Semitic
values. Many clergymen took issue with this, as
it violated ”love thy neighbour”.

•

The release of the encyclical Mit brenneder
Sorge (“With Burning Concern”)
– Pope Pius XII’s response to the Nazi’s
continual breaches of the treaty.

THE INITIAL CONSOLIDATION OF NAZI POWER 1933 – 1934

THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES
•

30th June - 2nd July 1934, was Hitler’s purge of his
own party through murder and arrest.
– There were officially 85 fatalities, however many
believe the total killed actually reaching upwards of
200 people.
– Most of those who were killed where assassinated
by the SS or the Gestapo.

•

•

The Army said that they would support Hitler’s if
the SA were suppressed, and the Army were given
the position as the sole armed force in the state.
The Leaders of the SA were one of the most
targeted groups
– In particular Ernst Röhm, their leader.
– Hitler was worried that many members had taken
the more socialist aspect of their ideology too
seriously, as he now wished to suspend many of
these workers liberties.

THE INITIAL CONSOLIDATION OF NAZI POWER 1933 – 1934

THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT HINDENBURG
•
•
•

Hindenburg died on the 2nd August 1934.
With the support of the Army, Hitler combined the
role of President with the Chancellor.
Later that month, Hitler abolished the office of the
President and declared himself the Führer of
Germany.

Hitler was now, officially,
enshrined in law, and in title, the
dictator of Germany.

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

OVERVIEW
•
•

Nazism is twisted. disgusting. disturbing. (but you already knew this)
However, it is still important that we understand the core tenants of the
ideology beyond our morality, WITHOUT condoning it.
– You probably won’t be asked “was Nazism bad” in your exam, but you very
well could be asked about how it attracted different sectors of society!

•
•
•

The tenants of Nazism were outlined by Hitler in his 25 points of the
Nazi Party (1920) and within his memoir Mein Kampf (1924).
Nazism is a reflection of the beliefs of Hitler – the essence of the
ideology is imbued within his speeches, writings and policies.
He ideology was as fluid as Hitler allowed, and often shifted to suit his
agenda (e.g. promotion of workers rights).
– This led to a lot of inconsistencies and contradictions in the regime, but as
it was authoritarian in nature, that didn’t seem to matter.

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

NATIONALISM
•

•

An extreme form of Nationalism, solely
concerned, with safeguarding German
interests.
No diplomatic intentions, or aims to
improve relations.
– If deemed counter to Germany’s interests,
treaties, negotiations, policies and
legislations were ignored.

•

The Nazi’s were ethnonationalists
– being a German was to do with your
ethnicity and blood.

•

Volksgemeinschaft (‘people’s community’)
– The belief that all Germans should unite
and work together to reduce inequality.
– This was only surface level, and was never
actually followed. But it was an aspect of
Nazi propaganda.

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

TOTALITARIANISM AND THE FÜHRERPRINZIP
•

The Führerprinzip (the leader principle): the
words of the Führer are above the law.
– the central basis of the political power in the
governmental structures of the Third Reich

•

•

•
•

•

Hitler was not just the Führer of the
Reichstag, but of the German state and its
people. He was a political father figure.
All other political parties were banned, along
with groups that held a level of political
influence.
Eventually, no activity or organisation in
Germany existed that was truly independent.
Censorship and propaganda played a key
role in maintaining this position
(development of a cult of personality).
Hitler was the first, and last, person to hold
this title.

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

SOCIAL DARWINISM
•

Racist pseudoscience
– based on Darwin’s theory of evolution

•

Belief that certain races are superior (Ubermensch)
and others inferior (Untermensch).
– Ubermensch = Aryan Germans (Nordic heritage)
– Untermensch = Jews, Slavs, Roma, Black people.

•
•

Justified Lebensraum and the horrific treatment and
vilification of non-Aryan groups.
Eugenics (or “racial hygiene”)
– Aim to biological improve the Aryan master race
– This required “cleansing” of Untermensch, and
Lebensunwetes Leben (“life unworthy of life”) from the
gene pool.
– Included the extermination of these groups, through
mass euthanasia, forced sterilisation, or laws
preventing sexual and romantic relationships with
Aryan people

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

LEBENSRAUM (LIVING SPACE)
•
•
•

The expansionist desire of the Nazis to occupy other countries in order
to provide greater room for the growing Germanic race.
Closely tied to Social Darwinism - “inferior” groups were believed to be
dominating space that could be used for the Germans.
Was used to justify German colonialism in Eastern Europe.
– The Nazi Generalplan Ost stipulated that almost all of the native
populations of Eastern Europe needed to be permanently removed.

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

SELF SUFFICIENCY (AUTARKY)
•

•

Economic self-sufficiency means that
a nation does not require outside
assistance of resources in order to
survive.
Not immediately achieved
– The Nazi’s continued to pursue
international trade (though this had
political reasons to.)

•

Through Autarky, the Nazis sought the
creation of more jobs for unemployed
Germans.

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

CONSERVATISM
• The Nazi’s were strong proponents of traditional values, in
particular traditional German values.
• Though religion was placed below Nazi ideology, Hitler was
in favour of what he referred to as “Positive Christianity”.
• Women’s rights were considered “disruptive”
– Hitler firmly believed that a women’s place was domestic, and that
their primary goal should be motherhood.

• Advocated sexual conservatism in theory, but not in practice
(secondary to aim of population growth).

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

WHY DID NAZISM HAVE SUPPORTERS?
•

Eric Hobsbawm (Jewish Communist historian)
– “In Germany there wasn’t any alternative left.
Liberalism was failing. If I’d been German and not
a Jew, I could see I might have become a Nazi, a
German nationalist. I could see how they’d become
passionate about saving the nation. It was a time
when you didn’t believe there was a future unless
the world was fundamentally transformed”

•

Walter Rinderle and Berland Norling
– “Nazism seemed to many just an extreme version
of what [most Germans] had always believed in or
taken for granted … they welcomed parts of the
Nazi political smorgasbord and told themselves the
rest was less important or not meant seriously”

•

Intersectional appeal
– Nationalism appealed to the Nationalists and the
Imperialists, ”socialist” elements attracted the
workers, anti-communism appealed to the rich.

THE NATURE OF NAZI IDEOLOGY

POEM BY MARTIN NIEMÖLLER
First they came for the communists, and I did not speak out--Because I was not a communist.

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out--Because I was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out--Because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me--and there was no one left to speak for me.
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THE ROLE OF PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS IN THE NAZI STATE

JOSEPH GOEBBELS
•
•
•

•

Appointed Minister for Public Enlightenment
and Propaganda on March 113th 1933.
Cultivated and consolidated the ‘Führer Myth’
Goebbels became the First President of the
Reichskulturkammer (Reich Culture
Chamber).
Propaganda under Goebbels took many
forms
– Speeches, writings, pamphlets, leaflets,
posters, radio broadcasts, films, music, thetre,
etc

•

Goebbels merged forms of cultural
expression with Nazi ideology.

THE ROLE OF PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS IN THE NAZI STATE

HERMANN GÖRING
•
•
•
•

•
•

As a former military officer, Hitler entrusted
him with the command of the SA.
In 1932, Göring was named President of the
Reichstag.
Göring to formed the Gestapo, and began to
establish concentration camps.
As leader of the Gestapo, was critical to the
orchestration of the “Night of the Long
Knives”.
In 1935, Göring became the Commander in
Chief of the Luftwaffe (German Air Force).
In 1939, Hitler declared Göring his
successor.

THE ROLE OF PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS IN THE NAZI STATE

HEINRICH HIMMLER
•
•

Reichsführer-SS – leader of the
Schutzstaffel (SS), appointed in 1929.
Role of the SS
– serve as the bodyguards of Hitler and other
prominent Nazi leaders,
– Himmler developed this small body into one
of the more powerful corps in Nazi Germany.

•

•
•
•

Himmler introduced two new key functions
to the SS; protecting the internal security
for the country, and maintaining
“guardianship” over racial purity.
Took control of the German police forces
In 1933-1934 he began to oversee the
centralized concentration system.
By July 1934, Hitler announced that the SS
was now an independent organisation, with
its leader subordinate to the Führer.

THE ROLE OF PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS IN THE NAZI STATE

RUDOLF HESS
•
•
•
•
•

•

Served as Hitler’s Deputy Führer of the Nazi
Party from 21st April 1933 to 12 May 1941.
This involved a variety of important duties and
responsibilities, including but not limited to;
Appearing on Hitler’s behalf at various
appointment, engagements and rallies.
Making speeches on Hitler’s behalf
Signing into law various pieces of proposed
legislation (including the Nuremberg Laws
1935).
In 1941, Hess crash landed and was arrested in
Britain. He was held in custody for the entire
duration of World War II.

THE ROLE OF PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS IN THE NAZI STATE

ROBERT LEY
•

•

•
•

He was the Head of the German Labour Front
from 1933 to then end of World War II in
1945.
Trade unions were banned in Germany, and
replaced with what they called the Deutsche
Arbeitsfront (DAF or German Labour Front),
led by Ley.
His authority is briefly overshadowed by
Reinhard Muchow.
Was in charge of implementing the Kraft
Furch Freude (Strength Through Joy) program,
which lasted until the beginning of World War
II.

THE ROLE OF PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS IN THE NAZI STATE

ERNST RÖHM
•
•

•

•

•

Influential during early years of the Nazi Party
He was given the role of SA Chief of Staff in
1931, which afforded Röhm considerable
power, which other Nazi’s were concerned
about, making him unpopular (along with the
fact that he was gay).
In February 1934, Röhm strongly suggested
that the German Army should be incorporated
into the SA – unpopular.
Hitler reduced the SA by two-thirds, and
pledged to reduce it further in order to gain the
Army’s support.
Hitler was convinced by many high-ranking
Nazi officers, that Röhm was a traitor, so Hitler
had him arrested and later killed (as part of
the Night of the Long Knives).

THE ROLE OF PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS IN THE NAZI STATE

ALBERT SPEER
•
•

•

Speer was an architect by trade, recommended
to help renovate the Nazi Party’s headquarters.
Organizers of the Nuremberg Rally in 1933
request Speer submit designs for the rally –
through this he met Hitler, and they formed a
close bond.
Speer became the “Commissioner for the
Artistic and Technical Presentation of Party
Rallies and Demonstrations”.
– In this role, Speer aided in the rebuilding of the
chancellery once Hitler came into power.

•
•

First Architect of Nazi Germany from 1934 till
1939.
General Building Inspector for the Reich Capital
in 1937, giving him the rank of undersecretary
of state.

THE VARIOUS METHODS USED BY THE NAZI REGIME TO EXERCISE CONTROL

LAWS
•
•

Laws underwent “coordination” – alignment of laws and Nazi ideology.
Hitler = supreme judicial force
– however the police still held considerable influence, particularly after the introduction
of Schutzhaft (protective custody).

•

Volksgerichtshof (People’s Courts) allowed Hitler to try opponents
outside of the Supreme Court.

THE VARIOUS METHODS USED BY THE NAZI REGIME TO EXERCISE CONTROL

THE NUREMBURG LAWS
•
•

Institutionalization of anti-Semitism into law.
The Reich Citizenship Law
– revoked German citizenship from Jews, and
made them subjects of the state.
– Status as a Jew determined by ancestry, not
religious/cultural adherence.

•

The Law for the Protection of German Blood
and German Honour
– prohibition of marriage and sexual relationships
between Jews and ‘racial’ Germans
• Considered Rassenschande (race defilement)

– In November 1935, this was extended include
other groups, e.g. the Romani & black people

– Other anti-Semitic laws were subsequently
passed, allowing for the systematic
discrimination of Jews in Germany – only
escalated as time went by.

THE VARIOUS METHODS USED BY THE NAZI REGIME TO EXERCISE CONTROL

PROPAGANDA AND THE CULT OF PERSONALITY
•
•

All forms of communication were opportunities
to spread the Nazi message.
The ‘Hitler Myth’
– presentation of Hitler as both a powerful
demagogue and a mighty defender of Germany.

•

Nazi propaganda was successful, as it was clear,
direct and simple.
– Use of the radio – approximately 70% of German
households had one.
– Cinema = subtle propaganda.
– Rallies and demonstrations attracted large crowds
(eg. Nuremburg rallies in 1934).
– The Berlin Olympics in 1936 was a propaganda
opportunity, not only directed at the German
people, but at the whole world.
– Education heavily featured propaganda in the
curriculum.
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CENSORSHIP
•
•
•

The Nazi’s censored all opposing viewpoints from entering public consciousness.
This was conducted across all mediums of communication, and was sometimes
even violently enforced.
Prominent example = 1933 Book Burning.
– Over 25 000 books deemed inappropriate were destroyed.

THE VARIOUS METHODS USED BY THE NAZI REGIME TO EXERCISE CONTROL

REPRESSION AND TERROR
•
•

Support for the Nazi’s often driven by a sense
of fear and coercion.
The Gestapo
– Acted outside the normal judicial process (e.g.
The People’s Court).
• main targets; Jews, Communists, Jehovah’s
Witnesses and Homosexuals
• Perceived omnipresence. Created a culture of
mistrust.

•

The SS and the SA
– The SA Implemented the Kristallnacht – terror
reigned over the Jewish community.
– The SS, took control of the concentration camps
in 1934.
– The SS operated key positions in the police force,
along with agriculture, and health industries.

THE IMPACT OF THE NAZI REGIME ON LIFE IN GERMANY

CULTURAL EXPRESSION
•
•

The transformation of culture to one which
was synonymous with Hitler and Nazism.
The Reichskulturkammer (Reich Culture
Chamber) supervised and regulated all
facets of German culture, promoting Nazi
ideals, Aryanism and justifying war.
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

•

Reichsfilmkammer (The Reich Film Chamber)
Reichsmusikkammer (The Reich Music Chamber)
Reichstheaterkamme (The Reich Theatre Chamber)
Reichsrundfunkkammer (The Reich Radio
Chamber)
Reichskammer der bildenden Künste (The Reich
Chamber for Fine Arts)
Reichspressekammer (The Reich Press Chamber)
Reichsschrifttlumskammer (The Reich Writing
Chamber)

You could not work professionally within
creative industries unless you were a
member of these chambers.

THE IMPACT OF THE NAZI REGIME ON LIFE IN GERMANY

RELIGION
•

Pre-Nazi Germany was a Christian nation
– 2/3rd Protestant, 1/3rd Roman Catholic.

•

•

Little religious freedom under the Nazis, as
they desired the worshipping of the state over
higher powers.
Not all religions were considered equal
– Some maintained (limited) freedom of operation
e.g. the Catholic Church (Reichskonkordat)
– Others were suppressed, or banned altogether
e.g. Jehovah’s Witnesses.

•

Christianity was only tolerated when it was
combined with the teachings of Nazism.
– Creation of a unified Protestant Reich Church, in
an attempt to propagate “Positive Christianity”
(the unification of Nazism and Christian
ideology) – overall failure.
– The Confessing Church formed in protest.

THE IMPACT OF THE NAZI REGIME ON LIFE IN GERMANY

WORKERS
•

The workers = a significant portion of the Nazi Party’s
supporters – and they knew this.
– Aimed to maintain this support through the inclusion of
worker orientated policies and reforms.
– Propaganda and slogans, such as “Ein Volk, ein Reich,
ein Führer”.

•

The Nazi’s were willing to concede to the needs of the
workers, in order to maintain their support.
– The law to reduce unemployment (June 1933)
– Improved working conditions (“beauty of work” campaign)
– “Kraft furch Freude” (the Strength through joy movement)
provided the workers with a variety of “off-duty” luxuries.

•
•

Still experienced oppression, e.g. the Abolition of Trade
Unions
Workers from minority groups were treated harshly,
with many policies created that negatively harmed their
businesses.

THE IMPACT OF THE NAZI REGIME ON LIFE IN GERMANY

YOUTH
•
•

Education is a powerful tool used to secure ultimate
power. The children = the future
Hitler set up the Hitlerjugend (Hitler Youth.) (1926)
– An educational organisation where Aryan children were
recruited and educated in Nazi principles.
– all other Youth organisations were merged.
– Initially a societal expectation, eventually compulsory
(1936)
• Occupational opportunities limited without membership.

•

Membership was not open to all individuals;
–
–
–

•
•

Racially and ethnically German (Aryan)
A German citizen
Physically healthy, and free of hereditary diseases

Girls joined the Bund Deutscher Mädel (The League
of German Girls).
Not all youths supported the Nazi’s, particularly those
who went to university.

THE IMPACT OF THE NAZI REGIME ON LIFE IN GERMANY

WOMEN
•

Motherhood
–
–
–
–
–

No. 1 responsibility = give birth (a lot)
Aim = increase the Aryan population of Germany.
Financial and honorary incentives for having children.
Abortion banned, birth control info suppressed.
Failed - overall decline in birth rates during the Nazi
Regime.

LEBENSBORN PROGRAMME

THE IMPACT OF THE NAZI REGIME ON LIFE IN GERMANY

WOMEN
•

Motherhood
–
–
–
–
–

•

No. 1 responsibility = give birth (a lot)
Aim = increase the Aryan population of Germany.
Financial and honorary incentives for having children.
Abortion banned, birth control info suppressed.
Failed - overall decline in birth rates during the Nazi
Regime.

Occupations
– Strictly domestic, with many working women sacked.
– Politically, women were underrepresented.
– Discouraged from pursuing a higher education.

•

Feminine Ideal
– “Racially pure”, ideally blonde hair and with blue eyes.
– Did not work outside of the domestic sphere.
– She was married, and was a mother to many children.

THE IMPACT OF THE NAZI REGIME ON LIFE IN GERMANY

MINORITIES
•

Romani
– 85% of German Romani were killed by the Nazis in
the Genocide of the European Roma.
– Many Romani were sent to concentration camps.

•

Black people
– Many Africans came to Germany as students,
artisans, entertainers and low-level colonial officials.
– Racial prejudice that already existed in Germany, but
it was exacerbated by the Nazis.
– Many were the victims of forced sterilization, racist
medical experimentation, murder, and concentration
camps.

•

The mentally and physically disabled.
– Labeled Lebensunwetes Leben
– Policies targeting the disabled were disguised as
positives, or were kept a secret.
– Were the victims of forced sterilisation and mass
murder.
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MINORITIES
• Homosexuals
•

Considered a “vice” that needed to be eliminated.
•

•

•

False belief that homosexuality was a contagious
disease.

This persecution ranged from the forced
dissolution of various homosexual organisation,
arrest and the internment in concentration
camps.
Accusing someone of homosexuality – easy
excuse to target political opponents.

• Jehovah’s Witnesses.
•
•
•
•

Unwilling to accept state authority of the Nazis.
Bible study Meetings and sermons led by the
Jehovah’s Witnesses were broken up.
The Gestapo compiled a registry of all people
believed to be Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Many were sent to prisons and concentration
camps.
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PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS
•
•
•
•

Early 1930s – Jews were a “visible” minority.
They were scapegoats for the problems of
Germany (eg. Stab-in-the-back myth)
Hitler presented the Jews as evil, capitalist and
inferior to that of the Aryan master race.
Between 1933 and 1939, the Nazi Party passed
over 400 pieces of anti-Jewish legislation.
– The Nuremberg Laws (1935)
– Deprive the Jewish people of their civil rights, and
to instil Aryan Germans with a sense of racial
superiority.

•
•

The dehumanisation of the Jews, was
perpetuated by propaganda
State-sponsored physical violence
– the Kristallnacht (the Night of Broken Glass) in
November 1937.

OPPOSITION TO THE NAZI REGIME

CIVILIANS
•

Civilian opposition was the strongest among
younger generations, particularly on university
campuses.
– The Edelweisspiraten (Edelweiss Pirates).
• 14-17 year old's, who evaded the Hitler Youth by
dropping out of school at fourteen - too young to
be conscripted into military service.
• Rejected the overly strict Hitler Youth
• Prior to World War II, they were viewed as a minor
irritant, however, as various individuals’ actions
became more radical, the punishments became
more severe (e.g. Public humiliation, arrest).
• Some members arrested for aiding oppressed
peoples. They were sent to prison or
concentration camps, or were executed.

•

Cultural opposition;
– Opposition through fashion, art and music
choices – things that were strictly regimented by
the Nazis, e.g. The Swing Youth.

OPPOSITION TO THE NAZI REGIME

THE CHURCH
•

The Confessing Church was formed to protest
the merging of Protestant churches to form the
Reich Church.
– 175 Protestant pastors were arrested.

•

In response to the Nazi’s ignoring of the
Reichskonkordat, Pope Pius XI issued the
encyclical Mit brennender Sorge (‘With Burning
Concern’).
– It was written in German rather than the
traditional Latin, and smuggled into Germany.
– The Gestapo held raids against the churches the
next day in order to confiscate copies of the
document.
– Many Catholic priests took a stand in opposition
against the Nazis, resulting in 693 arrests for
“oppositional activities”.

OPPOSITION TO THE NAZI REGIME

THE POLITICAL LEFT
•
•

•

•

The largest opposition to the Nazis.
Included, Social Democrats,
Communists, Marxists, Socialists and
trade unionists
They encouraging acts of sabotage,
work to rule and absenteeism from the
workers.
The Political Left (namely Communists)
were targeted by the Gestapo, in
particular communists.
– According to SS statistics,
approximately 20 000 of the 32 5000
death sentences ordered for political
reasons were of communists.

CONTENT BLOCK 3
The search for peace and security

AN OVERVIEW OF THE SEARCH FOR PEACE AND SECURITY 1919– 1946

THE AMBITIONS OF GERMANY IN EUROPE
•
•
•

Establish Neuordnung Europas
Based on Lebensraum and Social Darwinism.
The central aims were;
– Creation of a pan-German racial state
– Territorial expansion
– Supremacy of the Aryan race and the suppression of
groups deemed “unworthy of life”.
– Implementation of ‘the third way’ of economics.

•

•

The “Final Solution”
– Plan to exterminate the Jewish people of Europe.
– The Holocaust = the systematic and state
sponsored genocide of the Jews, accounting for the
deaths of six million Jews (2/3rd European Jewish
population)
Historiographical Debate: Globalism vs. Continentalism

AN OVERVIEW OF THE SEARCH FOR PEACE AND SECURITY 1919– 1946

THE AMBITIONS OF JAPAN IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC
•
•

Japan’s ambitions were Imperialist, involving
the concept of ‘living space’.
Their principal aim was to grow their Empire,
by conquering lands around them, such as
Manchuria.
–
–
–

•

The Japanese wished to displace the United
States as the dominant Pacific power, and
instead claim the title for themselves.
–
–

•

The Invasion and Occupation of Manchuria
Subjugation of the Chinese who were
considered “lesser” peoples.
Despite China’s appeals, the League of Nations
were powerlessness to stop the Japanese.

The Bombing of Pearl Harbour
Incentivised the United States to enter World
War II.

Early Japanese success comes to an end with
the Battle of Midway.

THE INTENTIONS AND AUTHORITY OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND THE UN

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
•
•

A key component of the TOV
Membership fluctuated
–

•

•

At its peak it had 58 members from across the globe.

AIMS:
–

Encourage diplomatic resolutions to international
disputes

–
–

Work within a system of collective security
Disarmament

Overall, it is considered by many to have
been a failure.
–

Connection to the unpopular TOV

–
–

Lack of real power – threats were just that. Threats.
Absence of important nations, such as the United
States, Russia and Germany.
Organisation issues, such as the requirement of a
unanimous vote.

–
–

Lack of unity amongst member nations – differing
goals, and ambitions.

THE INTENTIONS AND AUTHORITY OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND THE UN

THE UNITED NATIONS
• Established after the failure of
the League of Nations in 1945.
– Formulated by the ‘Allied Big Four’:
US, UK, USSR and China.

• Membership fluctuated
– 49 of the original 51 members
making up the 193 member
nations today.

• It is the largest, most
internationally represented, and
powerful intergovernmental
organisation in the world today.

STUDY TIP #1 – DETAIL TABLES
• To do well in Modern you’ve got to “Dazzle with Detail!”
• Detail is what pushes a Band 5 to a Band 6
– And a Band 6 to a high Band 6!

• Detail includes a variety of things:
–
–
–
–

Statistics
Quotes
Exact names/titles/terminology
Interesting facts

• Go beyond the textbook! Do your own research
– Markers have seen some stats a million times, set your responses
apart by finding detail that is unique and interesting!

STUDY TIP #1 – DETAIL TABLES
The best way to learn and memorize detail? Detail Tables!
– Structured according to the syllabus
– Only includes detail – no actual content or arguments.
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Well it looks like this lecture is…

HISTORY!
GET PUMPED FOR YEAR 12
I’m sure you’ll smash it like Russian’s smashed the Germans in
the Battle of Stalingrad.

Just remember that the HSC is not WW2 – it is not the
be all end all, and is not the most important thing about
Year 12. Have fun, enjoy your holidays, find a nice
formal dress, and

BOOK SCHOOLIES EARLY

