
Assess the impact of the Nazi regime on your chosen aspect of German society to 1939 

Chosen aspect: women 

The Nazi regime greatly impacted women within German society to 1939. This is through the 
enforcement of Nazi beliefs of a women’s key role of being a mother aligning traditional 
German values. This impacted the female workforce, roles and appearances of women within 
society, and women's education.  
  
Nazi ideology greatly enforced the importance of women as mothers within society. This 
caused a change in the female workforce and government benefits for families during the 
Nazi regime. When Hitler came into power in 1933 his main idea of reducing male 
unemployment was by removing females from the workforce. This was supported by Joseph 
Goebbels who in a speech in March 1933 exclaimed "We do not see the woman as inferior, 
but as having a different mission, a different value, then that of the man.” This reinforced the 
ideals of women as housewives assisting in the reduction of the female workforce within 
Germany where 15% of female teaching jobs were lost and 19,000 female civil servants were 
fired in 1933. This exacerbated female dependency within German society and greatly 
decreased higher education rates among females increasing the needs for women to find 
husbands due to their inability to be in a work force. This was supported by the Nazi 
government by allowing soon to be married couples to be able to obtain an interest-free loan 
of up to 1,000 Reichsmarks. Furthermore, payments were given to families each time they 
had a child for up to four children whilst heavily taxing single men and childless couples. 
This further impacted on female employment rates with around 360,000 women quitting their 
jobs by 1943 to get married due to government benefits. This therefore impacted on women’s 
roles within society greatly reducing their role within their economy, their independency and 
enforced Nazi ideals within society of women’s main roles being as mothers. As such, 
women within Nazi Germany were greatly affected through changes within the female 
workforce and government financial aid for families altering women’s dependency within 
society. 
  
The enforcement of Nazi ideology within society severely impacted the education and 
appearances of women during the Nazi regime until 1939. Due to Nazi ideology wanting to 
reduce male unemployment and increase the importance of the role of women as mothers, 
policies targeting the education of women were implemented in the Nazi regime. In 1937 
grammar-school education for women was abolished and girls were banned from learning 
Latin, which was a subject prerequisite to enter higher education. This assisted in greatly 
reducing the number of females in higher education from over 17,000 in 1922 to under 6,000 
in 1939. Furthermore, bridal schools were set up by the Schutzstaffel which taught women to 
be the ‘perfect housewife’ (Gertrud Draber). This greatly impacted the education rates of 
females within Germany and their hiring capabilities. Women within Nazi Germany were 
also educated on respectable clothing options for women within society. Hitler argued "The 
most unnatural thing we can encounter in the streets is a German woman, who, disregarding 
all laws of beauty, has painted her face with Oriental warpaint.", this caused women to be 
taught that on should not wear makeup, modify their hair or wear trousers. This severely 
impacted on the freedom of expression for women and their appearance to society as well as 
implementations of traditional female beauty standards. Consequently, the Nazi regime 
greatly impacted education of women and female beauty standards due to Nazi policies and 
the enforcement of Nazi beliefs.  
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The Nazi regime greatly impacted women within Nazi Germany until 1939. This is through 
the implementation of Nazi ideology and the creation of government policies. These 
impacted aspects of women’s lives such as employment rate, education rates, female’s 
dependency and female beauty standards. 
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Written source: 
“The first, best, and most suitable place for the women is in the family, and her most glorious 
duty is to give children to her people and nation, children who can continue the line of 
generations and who guarantee the immortality of the nation. The woman is the teacher of the 
youth, and therefore the builder of the foundation of the future. If the family is the nation’s 
source of strength, the woman is its core and centre. The best place for the woman to serve 
her people is in her marriage, in the family, in motherhood.” 
 
(a) List one thing a historian could learn from studying the written source. (1 mark) 
This source is a speech said by Joseph Goebbels in 1933 presenting the Nazi’s government’s 
views on women’s roles within society. Through the source it can be learned that the 
Government believes that women’s key role is within families and as mothers as they raise 
the men and youth of the nation to “build the foundation of the future” 
 
(b) List one thing a historian could learn from studying the non-written source. (1 
mark) 
This source depicts the ideal Aryan family and what German families including women 
should aspire to be painted by Wolfgang Willrich. Therefore, from this painting it can be 
concluded that the ideals of having a larger family of four children as well as being a mother 
who nurses her children are important ideals within Nazi society as depicted within the 
painting. Furthermore, as this is an Aryan family with all members having the ideal features 
of blonde hair, pale skin and blue eyes it extends the idealistic nature of the family as they are 
all from the “ideal” race. 
 
(c) What was the purpose of the written source? (2 marks) 
This source is an excerpt of a speech presented by Joseph Goebbels in 1933 to a group of 
Women to convey the Nazi’s opinions of the role of women and what they should be doing to 
maximise their purpose in German society. This excerpt outlines the Nazi’s Government’s 
views that a woman’s main role is as a mother and to produce children for the nation. 
Therefore, its purpose is to convince German women to produce large families and have their 
main role in society be a mother which complies with the Nazi’s views 
 
(d) Account for the perspective of the written source. (5 marks) 
This source is a speech delivered in March 1933 was spoken by Joseph Goebbels who was 
the Reich Minister of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda Gauleiter of Berlin for the Nazi 
Party both high roles within the party causing him to have a close relation with Hitler. 
Goebbels main objective of this speech was to convey Nazi ideology on the role of women 
within society with the importance of them as mothers as the “teacher of the youth” and their 
differing roles of men in their workforce. Therefore, as Goebbels was a high-ranking Nazi 
official in charge of Nazi propaganda promoting Nazi ideals towards the German public it 
can be assumed that his speech would be very biased. Therefore, Goebbels would not account 
for the perspective of women within Nazi Germany as his ideals and role dictate that he is 
only there to convince that the Nazi ideology is the correct way. As such, this source’s 
perspective was to convince women of Nazi ideology through the means of a speech by the 
minister of propaganda. 
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 (e) Compare the two sources as evidence for your chosen aspect of German society. (6 
marks) 
Both Joseph Goebbels and Willrich’s painting depict Nazi ideals towards the roles of women 
within society. This is through Goebbels the importance of women being mothers supporting 
children and raising a new generation. This is supported within Willrich’s painting through 
the depiction of a large family and a mother breast feeding her child representing the Nazi 
ideals of a large family with the importance of a housewife. However, Goebbels speech 
stresses the importance of women as a foundation of society whilst Willrich’s painting 
stresses the importance of a large family in general. These showcase great evidence on Nazi 
ideals associated with women within society especially Aryan women depicted in Willrich’s 
painting. These showcase the Nazi’s ideas of women having their main roles of mothers 
within society. However, these sources fail to depict the impacts of the Nazi regime on 
women’s lives, just their propaganda and intended plans. Furthermore, Willrich’s painting 
depicts the figure of a nursing mother, an important image in German society combined with 
her wearing ‘acceptable clothes’. This showcases the variance of how Willrich’s painting 
showcases the different ideals expected of women. As these sources are also produced by the 
Nazi party or filtered by the party it produces a very biased source and therefore can only be 
used as evidence for what the Nazi party believed or what they wanted people to believe. 
Therefore, Goebbels speech showcases the ideals of women within German society whilst 
Willrich’s painting produces a depiction of the ideal women and therefore are two important 
sources on the Nazi ideology of women.  
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