
WORLD ORDER – CASE STUDIES 

SOUTH SUDAN 
Background
/When 

2003 – today  

Where 
o Darfur, Sudan 

o The Darfur region is located in the western part of the Sudan, a country in Africa.  

o The estimated population of Darfur is around 4 million, approximately 60% of whom are 

subsistence farmers. 

o The major ethnic group is the Fur. 

o The rest are either nomadic or semi-nomadic herders. 

o Also in this area are other tribal groups, some of whom are of non-Arab origin and some of whom 

are of Arab origin. 

Causes  
o Religion and disagreement between values and ethics between north and south Sudan  

o Power struggles within an emerging country 

o Access to recourses – Oil in South Sudan and thus neighbouring countries enter the conflict  

o Changing borders leading to disparities between ethnic groups 

o Ethnic/cultural groups  

o The main cause of this conflict was the Darfuris’ widespread feeling of being consistently 

socio-economically marginalised and a desire for a measure of self-determination. 

 
Nature and 
Extent  o Rwanda Genocide – 800,000 died 

o A civil war erupted between Southern and Northern Sudanese forces due to ethnicity, oil and 

desertification. 

o These conflicts, though resulting in independence for South Sudan, escalated conflict in the Darfur 

region, located in west Sudan, devastating the civilians.  

 
Impact 

o The local labour force has continued to migrate in search of employment leaving behind children, 

women and the elderly. 

o Human rights groups, the US, the ICC and other members of the international community have 

described the situation in Darfur between 2003 and 2009 as genocide. 

o The United Nations says up to 300,000 people have died over the years of fighting between rebel 

groups and government forces � Sudan puts the death toll much lower, at 10,000. 

o China has oil interests in Sudan was accused of supplying military equipment to Sudan against 

UNSC Sanctions by British media Channel 4 documentary. 

o China has also blocked UNSC resolutions. 

 
Legal 
Responses  

United Nations 

o UN security council acted out the United Nations Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) to facilitate 

contacts with concerned parties and prepare for a UN peace support operation (resolution 1547 

(2004))  

o UN along with non-governmental organisations launched a massive humanitarian operation in 

Darfur, expanding activities to respond to needs of the vast and increasing number of people 

displaced by violence  



o Secretary General recommended the deployment of a multidimensional peace support operation 

where approximately 10, 000 military personnel along with a civilian component consisting of 

around 700 police officers. 

o  The Secretary General stressed the importance of this being a joint co-operation between UN 

agencies, funds and programmes to successfully implement the CPA (Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement signed in 2005) 

o Though the civil war concluded with the signing of CPA conflict continued throughout the Darfur 

region 

 
African Union 

o Sudanese President Al-Bashir agreed to allow the African Union (AU) to deploy a mission (AMIS) to 

monitor a ceasefire agreement signed on 8 April 2004, a mission endorsed by UNSC Resolution 

1556.  

o he AU initially deployed 150 troops in August 2004 but had increased that number to 7,700 troops 

by April 2005.  

o African leaders resisted efforts to widen the intervention to non-African countries.  

o However, according to Human Rights Watch, AMIS struggled to function, due to an uncooperative 

Sudanese government and a lack of resources. 

 
European Union 

o On 6 April 2006 the European Parliament called on the UN “to act on its responsibility to protect 

civilians” in Darfur. 

o On 28 September 2006, the Parliament stated that Sudan “has failed in its ‘responsibility to protect’ 

its own people” and called on the GoS to accept a UN mission under UN Resolution 1706.  

o On 15 February 2007, the European Parliament called on the UN to “act in line with its 

"Responsibility to Protect" doctrine (. . .) even in the absence of consent or agreement from the 

Sudanese Government”.  

o On 12 July 2007 the Parliament called on the UN to act “basing its action on the failure of the 

Government of Sudan (GoS) to protect its population in Darfur from war crimes and crimes against 

humanity”. 

 
United Nations 

o On 24 March 2005, the UNSC authorized a UN mission (UNMIS) in Resolution 1590 to support the 

implementation of the CPA.  

o On 31 August 2006, UN Security Council Resolution 1706 aimed to expand the mandate and force 

size of UNMIS.  

o Resolution 1706 was the first to make reference in a country-specific situation to paragraphs 

138-139 of the 2005 World Summit, by which governments endorsed unanimously the 

Responsibility to Protect 

o In the face of opposition from the GoS, the UN instead proposed the transition from AMIS to a joint 

UN-AU mission (UNAMID) of 25,987 personnel in Resolution 1769 on 31 July 2007, whose 

deployment was delayed until 31 December 2007.  

o UNAMID’s mandate was extended in Resolution 1935 in 2010 and again in Resolution 2113 in 2013, 

although the mission’s strength was set at 26,167 personnel in 2012 by Resolution 2063.  

 
International Criminal Court 

o The ICC has indicted 7 men in regards to the conflict in Sudan but as of yet only 3 have been 

arrested.  

http://www.cnn.com/2004/WORLD/africa/04/08/sudan.cease/
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2004/sc8160.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unmis/background.shtml
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2006/sudan0106/7.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2006-0142+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2006-0387+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/files/Resolution%201706%20Darfur%20July%202006.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2007-0052+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2007-0342+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1590(2005)
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/files/Resolution%201706%20Darfur%20July%202006.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/past/unmis/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/sc9089.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1935(2010)
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2113%20%282013%29&Lang=E
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N12/447/43/PDF/N1244743.pdf?OpenElement


o This suggests only a moderate level of effectiveness.  

o None of the 3 arrested men have been convicted as of yet.  

o One of these at large criminals is Omar Al Bashir, the Sudanese President who was indicted by the 

ICC in 2008.  

o This lack of arrest is due largely to the lack of cooperation of the African Union who, out of a 

perceived fear of targeting by western nations, are refusing to cooperate with the ICC.  

 
Non-Legal  Media 

o During the Beijing Olympic preparations Hollywood superstar George Clooney put pressure on one 

of the main Olympic sponsors, Omega Watches one of the worldwide partners, to speak out over 

China's foreign policy.  

o Clooney was an outspoken critic of China's role in the Darfur crisis in Sudan. 

 

SYRIA AND ISIS 

 

Nature of 
Conflict  o Syria is an independent nation that is in a civil war between the government and the rebel 

forces, an intrastate conflict.  
o The autocratic government causes the rebel forces to rebel against government.  
o Also due To the government being Sunni and the people of Syria mostly Shiite which also makes 

the conflict in the country an religious war as well.  

 
Legal 
Responses  o The united nation created the "United Nations Supervision Mission in Syria" (UNSMIS) as part of 

Resolution 2059 (2012).  
o Their plan was to implement the Kofi Annan Peace Plan for Syria ( six-point peace plan to 

attempt resolve the Syrian Civil War).  
o However the UNSMIS was frozen in early June 2012 due to increasing unstable, violent 

situations in Syria which shows that the UNSMIS in the end ineffective and new measures had to 
be implemented.  

 
 

SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTE  

 

Nature of 
the conflict 
 

o Interstate dispute between China and various neighbours, including Vietnam and the Philippines 
o Countries laying claims to areas of South China Sea -� China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Philippines and 

Bruno  
o China has claimed territorial waters BUT the UN has established 200 nautical miles worth of a 

Exclusive Economic Zone  
o The 9 Dash Line - Is china’s claim to the International waters based on customary international law  

Spratly Islands 

o Remote islands currently claimed by China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Philippines and Bruno  

o Is part of the South China Sea 



o Any country that can claim this Island can extend their economic zone AND THUS HAVE claim to the 

South China Sea  

o They are unclaimed Islands and mainly dunes of sand 

How and Why China is building Islands  

o Building war naval bases � UN afraid that this is an indication of a war  

o China is building NAVY bases  

o The CABBAGE strategy � isolating other countries by blockading actual Islands to stop trade  

o  

Access to 
resources  
 

o Shipping routes  
o Prospective seabed oil and gas development  
o The conflict is about resources - shipping routes, prospective seabed oil and gas development 
o Food and fish  
o 10% of the world fisheries 

o 11 million barrels of oil 

o 190 trillion feat of gas  

o 30% of global shipping trade � the route  

o 2.2 billion people  

Role of state 
sovereignty  
 

o China is claiming sovereignty over island in the South China Sea, including the Spratly Islands 
o Other countries, including the Philippines, are also claiming sovereignty  

International 
instruments  
 

o The Convention on the Law of the Sea 
o There is an international treaty that deals with sovereignty over the sea - the Convention on the Law 

of the Sea 

United Nations Conventions on Law of the Sea  

o The Exclusive Economic Zone � states that countries have 200 nautical miles from the baselines from 

which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. Meaning that it does extent BEYOND this.  

o In the exclusive Economic zone, the coastal state has; (a) sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring 

and exploiting, conserving and managing natural resources  

o UN maritime Law � anything sea does not fall between 200 nautical miles within countries  

Role of 
Australia’s 
Government  
 

o Chinese control of the area could affect Australia’s trade and security relationships  
o Australia has confirmed its right to continue sending its ships through the area 
o Australia also urged China to abide by the ruling of the permanent court of Arbitration 

International 
Courts and 
Tribunals  
 

o The Philippines took China to the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague 
o The Court rules against China in July 2016, rejecting its claims of state sovereignty 
o China ignored this ruling and continued to build Islands (despite them being submerged)  
o The South Sea Arbitration (Republic of Philippines V The Peoples Republic of China) 

o The tribunal Renders its Award  

o China dismissed the ruling and didn’t attend the trial  

o The US has stayed out of the situation BUT has patrolled it using ships and aircrafts � symbolic but 

effective way of keeping China in check by not involving in it 

Effectiveness: Quite ineffective  

o Not enforceable 

o China states it will ignore the judgement 

o Shows support for the Philippines  



o Pressures China to comply by negotiating and cooperating with the Philippines to resolve conflict 

o 25th July: Foreign Ministers of Australia, Japan and the US urged China to abide by the ruling: 

“...expressed their strong support for the rule of law and called on China and the Philippines to abide 

by...the arbitration, which is final and legally binding on both parties”; stressed that this is a crucial 

opportunity for the region to...show respect for international law”  

 


